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Proprietors of Zaſt-1ndia Stock. 


GENTLEMEN, 


JT MAKE this addreſs to you not with a view 
to ſerve the purpoſes of any party or faction, 


= for I declare I have no connection with any, 


but merely to ſet you right in feveral facts, which 
I find have been induſtriouſly propagated to my 


prejudice, by which my character m have been 
hurt in the minds of ſome, and my prop. rty is in 


danger of being deeply affected. 

I have had the honour to ſerve the company in 
their ſettlement at Bengal for fifteen years, during 
which I have experienced ſeveral reverſes of fortune 
in common with others. I loſt a great part of my- 


property three ſeveral times. 1ſt, When Calcutta 


was taken and plundered in 1756. 2dly, By the 


accidents which attended the diſpute and action 


with the Dutch in 1759, and laſtly, by the rup- 
ture and war with Coſſim Ali Cawn in 17633 and 
notwithſtanding the reſtitution ſtipulated after the 


firſt as well as the laſt of theſe events, yet by the 
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tedious payment of the firſt, and the ſtop now 
ſaid to be put to the payment of a great part af 
the other, the reſtitution fell greatly ſhort of the 
real lois. 

Ig the courſe of this long ſervice I have been 
employed in various departments. After the tack of 
Calcutta, I engaged with a few others as a volun- 


teer under Major Kilpatrick, who collected a {mall 


force before the arrival of Lieutenant-colonel Clive, 
and endeavoured to ſupport and retrieve the com- 

any's affairs. I afterwards accepted a commiſſion 
under that officer in the artillery, and joined with 
him the reinforcement which came from Madraſs, 
under Admiral Watſon and Lieutenant-colonel Clive. 
I ſerved the whole of that campaign till the com- - 
pany's affairs were re-eſtabliſhed by the battle of 
Plaſſy, and was preſent when the treaſures of the 
Nabob were diltributed with a liberal hand. I re- 


ceived no ſhate of that bounty, except my ſmall 


proportion as an officer, and what was allowed for 
the reſtitution of loſſes, which was paid very ſlowly, 
and not completely paid for near three years after. 
was ſent after that victory with the command 
of the artillery upon a detachment which went 
beyond Patna in purſuit of Mr. Law, who had 
advanced to join himſelf to Sujah Doula with a 
body ot French. Major Coote, who was particularly 
Choſen for, this enterprize, obliged Mr. Law to re- 
tire to Sujah Doula's dominions, from whence he 
continued to alarm the new Nabob and the com- 


pany for four years, This party returning from 


the purſuit of Mr. Law, I arrived at Calcutta in 
September 1757. 

An expedition having been projected to the' 
Dekan under Colonel Ford, with a view to cauſe a a 
divcrſion 
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diverſion of the French force then preparing to 


beſiege Madras, I was ſent before with the com- 
miſſion of Chief of the Company's ſettlements in 
that province, to encourage and ſupport the Rajah 
of Vizinagram in his revolt againſt the French, and 
to prepare every thing for landing the troops, and 
ſupplying and equipping the army with proviſions, 
carriages, and every thing neceſſary, before it could 


begin its march againſt the enemy, Here I was 
upon the point of being left to fall into the enemy's. 
hands; for the Council at Bengal, after I was ſet 


out, began to think of countermanding that expe» 
dion. Lieutenant Colonel Clive, then Governor, 


interpoſed, and the troops were ordered to embark 


for that enterprize, which, tho* extremely ill ſup- 
plied with money, or furniſhed with ſtores, ended 
in our taking Mazulipatam, and prevented the 
French from maintaining the ſiege of Madras, and 
at the ſame time deſtroyed intirely an army of 
1200 French and 7000 ſeapoys, who were killed, 
diſperſed, or taken priſoners. 

During this expedition, which laſted for two 
campaigns, I was preſent, and wounded at the 
deciſive battle fought with the French at Pidda- 
poor, and was ſent alone to negotiate with Sulla- 
butjung at a molt critical time, when the fate of 
the enterprize depended on our endeavours to diſ- 


unite that prince from the French party, and to 


keep him from coming down in conjunction with 
them upon our army, then employed in the ſiege 
of Mazulipatam, from which place his army, 
amounting to thirty thouſand men, joined to that 
of the French, lay diſtant only two days march. 
In this negotiation I ſucceeded, and ſettled a treaty 
with that Subah, which yielded to the company 
the provinces of Mazulipatam and Nezampatam, 
and their dependencies, worth 55,000 . yearly, 
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and ended in the expulſion of the French out of 
that Prince's dominions, and from every part on 


the north ſide of the river Kiſtna, from whence 


they had received large ſupplies, and a revenue of 
forty two lacks of rupees yearly, above five-hun- 
dred thouſand pounds ſterling. | 

I returned afterwards to ſerve the company in 


the civil branch, and was ſtationed in council at 


their factory of Dacca. | 
At the time of the revolution which happened 
in 1760, when Meer Jaffier was depoſed, and Caſſim 
Ali Cawn placed on the Muſnud in his ſtead, I was 
at that factory, and was not acceſſary to that mea- 
ſure, which was afterwards ſo much diſapproved, al- 
though the company obtained by that means a grant 


of territories, which have yielded them a revenue of 


near 600,000 l. per annum; I mean the three diſ- 

tricts of Burdwan, Midnapoor, and Chittigong. 
After Coſſim Ali Cawn was eſtabliſhed in the 

government, I was recalled from Dacca on purpoſe 


to be ſent as Chief to take poſſeſſion of Midna- 


poor, a frontier country, which was at this time 
over- run with the Morratoes, and moſt of the Zim- 
mindars were alſo in arms, and refuſed to pay the 
revenues, The force allowed for this ſervice was 
two hundred raw ſeapoys, two ſerjeants, and one 
officer, with whom I was ſhut up in a ruinous 
houſe without any fortifications whatever, without 
almoſt any proviſions or ammunition, and ſur- 
rounded with an army of Morratoes, amounting 
to four or five thouſand horſe and foot, We here 


ſuſtained the repeated efforts of this army for ſix- 


teen days, reduced to four ounces of dry rice a 
day, and at laſt obliged them to retire. Being 
reinforced with one hundred ſeapoys, forty-five 
Europeans, and one gun, we expelled them the 
province, and ſoon alter drove them from all their 

WR 
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owa diſtricts to the north of che Piply river, the 


revenues of which were collected for the company, 
till reſtored to the Morattoes by a treaty of peace 
concluded in September 1761. The Zimmindars 
were alſo reduced, and the revenues in a great part 
recovered from them. The collections, in place 
of being begun in September 1760, could not be 
undertaken on account of the enemy till March 
1761, before which time the Zimmindars had re- 
ceived and ſpent great part of the rents, and we were 
alſo obliged to attend to them in a moving camp till 
the month of Auguſt 1761; notwithſtanding which 
the balance of revenue, which remained uncollected 
that year, was very inconſiderable, and was all re- 
covered the year after. Such an eſtimate of the 
rents of that province was made during my reſi- 
dence as Chief there, as I believe has not ſince 
been altered or increaſed. | 
I take the liberty to annex the letter which was 
wrote to me by the Board on that occaſion, and the 
paragraph which they were pleaſed to inſert reſpect- 
ing me in their general letter to the court of Di- 
rectors, It gave me great pleaſure that my conduct 
was approved of by them; and I hope it will not 
ſeem improper to lay theſe and other teſtimonies 
before you at this time, when my conduct I am 
told has been publicly repreſented as deſerving 
cenſure, 

I was afterwards appointed by the Board, aſſiſted 
only with a writer, to take the direction of their 
affairs at Burdwan. This province was in fact the 
chief ſource of the revenue which aroſe to the 
company by the treaty with Coſſim Ali Cawn; for 
the province of Midnapoor yields only about fix 
lacks, or 75,000 l. ſterling, and Chittigong about 
the lame ſum, 
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In the collection of the revenues of this province, 
which is of great extent, and contains near 8c00 vil- 
Iages and near two millions of inhabitants, I exerted. 
myſelf in a manner which the Company I truſt had 
reaſon to approve, The Board at Calcutta repeat- 
edly honoured me with aſſurances of their approba- 
tion: and in their letters to the Court of Directors 
made mention of my conduct during the whole of 
the period I reſided there in terms which I hope will 
not now. be forgot. The revenues had been col- 
lected for one year before I was ſent by an able ſer- 
vant of the Company. I contiued in the manage- 
ment for almoſt two years alone, and then two of the 
Company's ſervants were in January 1764 ſent as 
a council to aſſiſt me in the management of affairs 
of ſuch vaſt extent and importance. During theſe 
two years my, collections exceeded by a large ſum 
what had been collected at any time before, either 
by the country powers or by the gentleman who 
preceded me in that departmenr. And I believe 
the revenues fell ſhort the year after my manage- 
ment ceaſed; which, by an opinion I gave in to the 
Council in writing, 1 early foretold would be the 
eaſe, from a change in the manner of conducting 
the collections. | 

The ſecond year of my collection the war broke 
out with Coſſim Ali Cawn. When the army under 
Major Adams marched, there was not a rupee in the 
company's treaſury,” to pay what was due to the 
troops. The whole dependence for ſupplies of 
money reſted upon the collections from the pro- 
vince of Burdwan ; from which however nothing 
could be raiſed, without keeping that diſtrict undiſ- 
turbed and protected from the attempts of the ene- 
my, whole firſt views were directed to attack it.— 
After reinforcing Major Adams with all the officers 
and 


SP. 
and 570 picked men of the ſeapoys ſtationed at 
Burdwan, there remained only a ſerjeant and 300 
ſick, lame, and ill-diſciplined ſeapoys under my 
direction. Conſidering the importance of the ſer- 
vice, the great extent of country to guard, the rea- 
dineſs of the inhabitants to refuſe payment on-all 
occaſions of public commotions, the neighbour- 
hood of the Nabob's army under Mahomed Tucky 
Cawn, and the number of the Rajah's diſmiſſed 
troops, then actually in the town of Burdwan, 
amounting to near 3coo, ripe for miſchief, as the 
arrears of their pay could not be diſcharged, conſi- 
dering theſe circumſtances, this force in ſo critical a 
ſituation muſt appear to have been very unequal to 
the purpoſes expected. The Rajah's diſmiſſed 
troops had refuſed to join the Nabob's ſtandard, or 
to quit the town of Burdwan ; and their ill inten- 
tions appeared in ſo many inſtances, that Major 
Carnac thought it unſafe to march his detackment 
of 100 Europeans, 4 guns, and 700 ſeapoys, thro? 
that town, where the Rajah's diſmiſſed troops then 
were, till he had ordered his men to load and fix 
their bayonets, expecting to have been attacked. 
And even the ſmall detachment that was left me 
was diminiſhed afterwards, by furniſhing eſcorts and 
parties, ſo as often not to leave 100 men for the 
protection of the ſettlement. 

It would have been eaſy to have extricated my- 
ſelf from this ſituation, by applying the money of 
the collections to clear off the demands of theſe 
mutinous people, for which too I had the ſanction 
of the Board. But while the treaſure was ſo much 
wanted for the ſupport of the company's forces, I 
hazarded the worſt that could happen to myſelf, ra- 
ther than riſque, by the want of money, the im- 
portant operations of the principal. army. _ 
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The ſupplies which the army and the ſeveral de- 
tachments received by my means to enable them to 
move, both in regard to money, draught, and car- 
riage, bullocks, proviſions, and eſcorts, is well 
known. Every officer employed in that ſervice will 
bear me teſtimony. It is well known that when the 
people of the town of Burdwan, and all around it, 
removed their effects, at the time Camgar Cawn's 
army entered the province, in the month of Auguſt 
that year, and was within one day's march of the 
capital ; yet neither then, nor during the whole time 
I ated as chief there, was the public buſineſs or col- 
lections one day ſuſpended, or the officers of the 
cutchery allowed to quit their duty.—And even 
when by fatigue and attention my health was hurt, 
I attended to the public buſineſs, though unable to 
riſe from my bed. The effect was, that under all 
the diſadvantages of war and a bad ſeaſon, the 
groſs collections that year fell ſhort of what I had 
collected the year before no more than a lack and 
a half. And it ſtill greatly exceeded what had been 
collected before me, or has been ſince. Major 
Adams, and the ſeparate commands under Major 
Carnac and Captain Maclean, were fully and timely 
ſupplied, as well as Calcutta and the company's 
factories. 

During the time I preſided at Burdwan, I under- 
took to make an exact diſcovery, for the Company's 
benefit, of the quantity of land in that province 
which had been cut off from the revenue, under the 
name of Bazee Zemeen, and was poſſeſſed by 
' prieſts, ſuperintendants of the revenue, and favou- 
rites, under the title of Charity-lands. This work, 
from its very nature, drew upon me the reſentment 
and il] will of every, man who was likely to be af- 
fected by it, amountifig to many thouſands, Not- 
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withſtanding the great oppoſition, and the infinite 
labour attending this enquiry, it was at laſt com- 
pleted, and a clear ſtate of theſe lands laid before 
the board; by which it appeared, that not leſs than 
568.736 Bigas (equal to 412,491 acres) whoſe 
yearly value is computed at 862,524. Setca rupees, 
or 116,727 l. appeared to have been ſeparated 
from the revenue of the province. It was an ob- 
ject of great conſequence to examine into the vali- 
dity of the grants of ſo large a territory, amounting 
to near a fifth part of the whole lands of the coun- 
try, in order to bring the farms to their former 
vaiue, by re-annexing to each farm the lands which 
had been illegally given away by the farmers, with- 
out regular ſunnuds from the cutchery, or the rent 
of the alienated part deducted in the public books. 
If this enquiry ſhall be proſecuted in the manner it 
was propoſed, I will venture to ſay, that lands to 
a very conſiderable value may be re-annexed, and 
the farms enabled to pay their full rents. This en- 
quiry employed from ſixty to ſeventy writers every 
day for near eight months, | 
Whilſt I was employed in the management of 
this extenſive province, an order came out to India 
from the Court of Directors, in July 1764, by 
which myſelf and many other gentlemen were diſ- 
miſſed from the Company's ſervice on account of our 
having differed in opinion from the then preſident, 
with reſpect to the conduct to be purſued in regard 
to the growing power, and dangerous deligns and 
preparations of Coſſim Ali Cawn. This diimiſſion 
was attended with very great loſs to my private 
affairs, as my property was diſperſed in different 
parts of the country. 
An order afterwards arrived, by which I was re- 
ſtored to my place in 5 and pas again 
255 ſent 


L 10 |] a 
ſent to preſide at Burdwan ; to which place 1 re- 
turned the end of December 1764. I will not en- 
ter inter into any diſcuſſion of what paſſed in Eng- 
land when Lord Clive, in the beginning of the year 

1764, was appointed to go out to India, and 
amongſt others | was again reinſtated. | A miſunder- 
ſtanding aroſe between 'Lord Clive and my friends, 
into the merits of which I do not mean to enter; 
only it is neceſſary to take notice, for explaining 
what follows, that my friends have faid that, Lord 
Clive owed his ſucceſs in the conteſt with Mr. Sulli- 
van, in ſome meaſure at leaſt, to the aid which they 

ave him; and that after that ſucceſs was ſecured 
to him, he did not enter with the zeal they ex- 
pected into the juſtice due to me and the other gen- 
tlemen who had been diſmiſſed ; although Mr. Sul- 
livan's conduct in theſe diſmiſons was one of the 
gm which formed the oppoſition againſt him. — 

o man who knows the facts will, believe, af- 
firm, that if my friends had not engaged in that op- 
poſition, the management of the affairs of the India 

Company would now have been in the hands of the 
preſent ſet of Directors, or that Lord Clive would 
at preſent have been in poſſeſſion of his princely 
Jaghire, or his preſent power in India and in the 
Company at home. And the claim my friends had 
to have immediate juſtice done to me, after the ſuc- 
ceſs of the conteſt, was ſtrengthened in the ſtrongeſt 
manner by this, that almoſt as ſoon as the oppoſi- 
tion began, they had an offer for immediately reſtor- 
ing me to my place in the ſervice. 

On the other hand Lord Clive, I am told, af- 
firmed, that he was always hearty and zealous to get 
the injuries done me redreſſed; that my friends were 
too haſty, and did him wrong in ſuppoſing that he 
meant to act ungtatefully, or contrary to the prin- 

ciples 
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clples on which the oppoſition to Mr. Sullivan was 
originally founded : and, although he poſitively re- 
fuſed, when urged by my friends, to make my re- 
inſtatement one of the many and minute condi- 
tions of his agreeing to go out to India, yet that 
he always intended to uſe his utmoſt influence 
with the Directors to bring that meaſure about. 
The matter was however delayed from time to 
time. My friends, after repeated promiſes and 
repeated diſappointments, became at laſt convinced 
that it proceeded from deſign, and that his Lord- 
ſhip, apprehenſive perhaps of future controul, had 
become jealous of the influence they were thought 
to have had in the conteſt, and in that ſituation had 
come to think, that the obligations he owed to 
them were too great to be repaid, any otherwiſe than 
by cancelling them. 8 
There was no longer room for heſitation, and a 
breach with Lord Clive was the conſequence. I was 
at laſt reinſtated upon a motion made by one of Mr. 
Sullivan's friends : and Lord Clive, I am told, de- 
clared to different gentlemen, That he would prove 
to all the world, by his conduct towards me in India, 
the great injuſtice my friends had done him by their 
ſuſpicions of his ſincerity.— But theſe declarations 
were made before the ballot for his Jaghire. Every 
one of my friends voted afterwards on the ballot in 
favour of his Lordſhip for that magnificent preſent, 
from an opinion that his right was good. They 
did not allow reſentment to interfere in what they 
thought was a matter of right. At this time the 
able pamphlet, in anſwer to Lord Clive's letter, 
from the lateneſs of its publication, had not been 
read, neither was it then known that there was a 


nullity in the grant, as the tranſlation of chat part of 
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the original paper which ſhewed the nullity was 
omitted to be laid before the proprietors at the 
ſame time with the reſt. | n 
The conteſt with re ſpect to Lord Clive's Jaghire 
gave occaſton to a propoſition in one of the general 
courts, That the Company's ſervants in India, both 
civil and military, ſhould enter into covenants not 
to accept of any pre ſents from the Indian princes or 
powers, as had been formerly the avowed and 
unreſtrained practice; but ſhould account to the 
Company for whatever they received. This pro- 
ſition was at firſt ſuppoled to be meant as a re- 
riftion upon Lord Clive himſelf, and thoſe who 
were to attend him to India; though the very re- 
ſpectable gentleman who made the motion had no 
boch view, but meant a general reſtriction. How- 
ever, when the covenants came 'to be prepared, it 
appeared that they could prove of no prejudice to 
his Lordſhip, or to his friends, while ſupported by 
the Direction at home: for the covenants, as pre- 
— by the Directors, amongſt whom his Lord- 
ip had then a majority, only reſtrained from ſuch 
preſents as ſhould not be approved by the Court of 
Directors. ; oy 

The covenants were at laſt ſent out to India, and 
arrived there, as I am informed, in the month of 
January 1763. — At this time I was not a conſti- 
tuent member of the Council at Calcutta: but re- 
mained at Burdwan, in the management of the 
Company's affairs there. 

In the month of February following, the Nabob 
Meer Jaffier died, after a few days indiſpoſition. 
The Council judged it neceſſary to conſider imme- 
diately of the ſteps proper to be taken upon ſuch 
an event ; and were pleaſed to ſummon me down 
from Burdwan to Calcutta, to aſſiſt in theſe delibera- 

dions. 
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tions. I accordingly ſet out, and arrived at Cal- 
cutta on the 1oth of February 1763. 

The firſt matter which came under the conſidera- 
tion of the Board was, with reſpect to the proper 
perfon to be ſupported in the ſucceſſion to the go- 
vernment.— There appeared to be only two com- 
petitors, viz. Najiem il Doula, Meer Jaffeir's eldeſt 
ſurviving ſon, then about eighteen years old, and a 
grandſon by Miran his eldeſt ſon, deceaſed, a child 
of ſeven. 

In favour of the one ſtood the right of ſucceſſion, 
according to the rules eſtabliſhed in European coun- 
tries, but his infancy was a ſtrong objection againſt 
him. In favour of the other, ſtood the cuſtom 
among the Muſſulmen, which permits the father to 
leave the ſucceſſion to his own fon, in preference 
to his grandſon in the elder branch; accordingly, 
in this caſe, Najiem il Doula had the Nabob's no- 
mination upon his death-bed, and he had alfo been 
pointed out by him as his ſucceſſor ſeveral months 
before, and inveſted with the title of Chuta Nabob, 
which is only given to the intended ſucceſſor to 
the nabobſhip. The council therefore determined 
to ſupport him in the ſucceſſion intended him by his 
father. 

The next conſideration was in what terms the 
treaty, which had been made with the former Na- 
bob, ſhould be renewed with his ſucceſſor. Great 
inconveniences had ariſen from the adminiſtration 
of Nuncommar, who was the duan, royroyan, and 
ſole or prime miniſter of the deceaſed Nabob, and 
had the entire aſcendancy and management of this 
young prince, as he lately had of his father. It 
was therefore reſolved, that a different perſon ſnould 
be appointed to inſtruct the youth, and aſſiſt the 
experience of the new Nabob. 
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The climate, and manners, and goverfiment of 
this country, are not indeed favourable to the pro- 


duction of men of unſhaken principles; bur as it 
was neceſſary to make a choice, the general voice 


of the council fell upon Mahomed Reza Cawn, as 
the leaſt exceptionable perſon, to have the direction 


of affairs under the Nabob. He had been known 


to ſome members of the council at Dacca, though 
not to myſelf, had behaved in a proper manner to 
the Engliſh when he acted as Nabob of that diſtrict 
under Jafer Ali Khan, who had given him that of- 
fice. in conſequence of his having joined his party, 
after our army had got poſſeſſion of Muxadavad in 
July 1763, upon our firſt ſucceſſes againſt Coſſim 


All Cawn; and he was thought to have capacity 


equal to the office to which he was deſtined. | 

The: former Nabob had ſtipulated by his Jaſt 
treaty to keep up, if I rightly recollect, 12,000 
horſe and 12,000 foot, but he did not fulfil this en- 
gagement, and the Company were, on that account, 
obliged to increaſe their military eſtabliſhment. The 
Nabob's forces were indeed a uſeleſs burthen to him 
they had never anſwered any purpoſe upon real ſer- 


vice; and in September 1764, he haddiſbanded moſt 


of them; it was therefore judged proper by the council, 
that the new Nabob, in place of engaging to keep up 
a body of forces himſelf, ſhould eſtabliſh a proper 
allowance to the Company to enable them to keep 
up a ſufficient force for their own defence and his; 
and the council reſolved, that by the treaty, five 
lacks of Sicca rupees monthly,” out of the Nabob's 
treaſury, ſhould be ſtipulated for this purpoſe, 
amounting to about 812,000 |. yearly, and that the 
Nabob, in conſideration of this allowance, ſhould 
be freed from the expence of retaining any, but ſuch 


as he thought proper for parade, and to aſſiſt the 
| | col- 
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collectors of his revenues in the ſeveral diſtricts of 
his dominions. 

Great abuſes, and immenſe arrears of the reve- 
nue, had been found to ariſe from the improper 
choice which had been made by Nuncomar, of the 
principal officers employed in ſuperintending and 
collecting the revenues; for during the two years of 
his ad miniſtration, twenty millions of rupees, or 

2,706, 6661. ſterling,” were uncollected or unac- 
counted for; and as ; the proper management of this 
branch now intereſted the company as well as the 
Nabob, and indeed concerned the whole kingdom, 
for this reaſon it was reſolved by the council, that 
it ſhould be ſtipulated, by an article of the treaty, 
chat the principal ſuperintendants ſhould be appoint- 
ed by the Nabob, but with the advice and conſent 
of the governor and council, leaving the inferior 
collectors to be appointed by the N abob, as hereto- 
fore; but reſerving to the council the privilege of 
repreſenting againſt any of thoſe named, if guilty of 
miſconduct, and that the Nabob ſhould pay proper 
regard to ſuch repreſentation : 

T hat the Nabob ſhould retain no Europeans 1 in 
his ſervice, and ſhould diſmiſs thoſe that were: 

That he ſhould confirm the grants of the three 
provinces of Burdwan, Chittegong, and Medna- 

oor : 

F That he ſhould pay to the merchants what (till 
remained due for the reſtitution of their loſſes : 

That he ſhould concur in meaſures for regulating 
the mint, ſo as to prevent the yearly loſs of every 
man's 'property, by the value of the rupees falling 
one, two, or three per cent. on the iſſuing out the 
new Sicca rupees of the year: 

That he ſhould confirm the right of the company 
Wa free trade in all articles and in all places, by 
virtue of the company's duſtick or permit; _ 1 

ettle 
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ſettle regulations to prevent diſputes between our 
gomaſtahs and agents, and the people of the coun- 
try government in the inland trade : 

And finally, It was recommended to the depurics, 
to take this opportunity of obtaining a promile from 
the Nabob to make over to the er the re- 
verſion of Lord Clive's Jaghire. 

. . Such were the terms of the new treaty, which 

the council at Calcutta judged it proper to make 
with the ſucceſſor of Meer Jatfier; a treaty-more ad- 
vantageous for the Company than any which had 
ever before been made, and at the ſame Time pre- 
ſerving that moderation, which had been fo fre- 
- quently and ſtrongly inculcated by the Directors, in 
their inſtructions ſent out to Bengal, and in.a par- 
ticular manner in their laſt Jetter, then received, 
dated the firſt of June 1764, a copy of which is an- 
nexed, By this treaty the Nabob was evidently de- 
prived of the army, of the nomination of his mi- 
niſter, and of the principal officers of the kingdom. 
There remained with him, after the ſeveral aliow- 
ances to be ſtipulated in favour of the company, a re- 
venue eſtimated at about 20,000,000 rupees, orabout 
two and a half millions ſterling, which by this treaty 
it was in the power of the Company at any time af- 
terwards to deprive him of, or to ſhare it with him 
in what proportions they thought proper, if at any 
future period this ſhould be thought a wiſe, a juſt, 
or an expedient meaſure : for the preſent treaty evi- 
dently put this power into the Company's hands, 
without at the ſame time carrying matters to violent 

extremes. This is all that Lord Clive has lately 
done, and it could have been effected by any per- 
ſon, at any time, upon a ſimple order from the 
court of Directors. 


After 


ith | 
After ſettfng the terms of the treaty, the council 
reſolved to make choice of a deputation to wait upon 
the Nabob at Muxadavad, and to obtain his conſent 
to the ſeveral articles; the choice fell upon me for 
one, and upon Mr. Leyceſter for the other deputy; 
to us were joined Mr, Senior, the company's chief 
at Caſimbuzar, and Mr. Middleton, reſident at the 
Nabob's court, with equal powers to carry theſe in- 
ſtructions into execution, but to refer every other 
point and regulation to be determined by the council 
at Calcutta. As eldeſt member, I became of courſe 
the head of this deputation. 
The deputies arrived at Muxadavad on the 2 5th of 
February 1765. They obtained with ſome diffiulty 
the Nabob's conſent to the treaty, but met with the 


greateſt obſtruction in carrying into execution that 


part of it which related to the removing Nuncom- 
mar, the miniſter of his father, and the placing Ma- 
hamud Reza Cawn in his ſtead, and alſo in ſettling 
the plan for collecting the revenues, and dividing 
that departmeat, then intirely under Nuncommar's 
management, among proper perſons, with more 
limited powers. The Nabob, during the courſe of 
theſe negotiations, expreſſed the greateſt unealineſs, 
and ſent repeated complaints to the board againſt the 
deputies for carrying into execution theſe terms which 
were ſo much for the Company's advantage; how- 
ever, in every inſtance the board approved of the 
conduct of the deputies, when explained by their an- 
ſwers. Copies of the correſpondence which paſſed 
upon that occaſion between the Nabob, the deputies, 
and the board, are in my poſſeſſion; and from theſe 
it will appear that no one point which had been re- 
ſolved on by the board, before the depuration ſet out, 
was given up by the deputies ; and that the ſteady 
adherence to their duty gave great — * 
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Nabob. I muſt here obſerve, that while the coun- 
cil at Calcutta had the new treaty under their deli- 
beration, and before the deputation was appointed, 
offers were made by Juggat Chund, the Nabob's 
envoy, and ſon-in-law to Nuncommar, to Mr. 
Spencer, the governor, of large ſums, which Mr. 
Spencer rejected and mentioned publickly, Meſ- 
ſages were alſo ſent by Juggat Chund to other 
members of the council, particularly to Mr. Ley- 
ceſter, and by Nubkinſon Munſhy to myſelf, de- 
firing a private interview, which was refuſed, and 
publickly mentioned. Mr. Middleton, who was at 
this time reſident at the Nabob's court, had alſo 
an offer of a large ſum before the deputation was 
ſent, During the courſe of the deputation, the board 


gave orders to the deputies ta ſend Nuncommar 


own to Calcutta, to ſtand his trial upon an accu- 
fation againſt him. Upon this, an offer was made 
to Mr. Spencer, upon the part of Nuncommar, of 


eleven lacks, about 140,0001. ſterling, which he 


alſo rejected and made known*, About the ſame 
time a meſſage was ſent from the Nabob to Mr. 
Leyceſter, then acting as one of the deputies, ac- 
quainting him, that if he would be friendly to the 
Nabob, he ſhould be ſatisfied for his friendſhip. 


* When Lord Clive arrived at Calcutta, Nuncommar was 
in confinement, and the witneſſes to prove his treachery, who 
had been brought from a great diſtance, being ready, it was 
expected the trial would go on; but his lordſhip became con- 
vinced that it was proper to relieve him from this ſituation. 
His confinement, which was without guards, was taken off, 
and all the witneſſes ſent back, and he and his ſon-in-law ſoon 
found favour, and the latter was permitted to viſit the gentle- 
men of the ſelect committee. Nuncommar was ſuppoſed to be 
worth upwards of zoo, ooo 1. ſteriing, moſtly acquired during 
the two years he had the management of the whole revenues. 


The 
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The ſame meſſage was ſent to Mr. Senior, and the 
Nabob himſelf ſpoke to Mr. Middleton in a ſtile 
which had the ſame tendency, Theſe gentlemen 
rejected the offers, and publickly mentioned them 
to the other deputies. The manner in which I had 
treated the meſſage ſent to me at Calcutta, by re- 
fuſing even to ſee the meſſenger, prevented, as to 
me, any new attempt, i% 

About the 8th of March, after the treaty had 
been concluded and exchanged with the Nabob, 
and he acknowledged and ſeated as Subah on 
the muſnud, and after the perſon recommended 
by the board for his Naib, had been dignified and 
confirmed by him in that office, while Nuncommar 
ſtill continued to poſſeſs the Nabob's entire confi- 
dence, and was in, every reſpect adverſe to the de- 
puties, a meſſage was brought to the deputies by 
Mahamud Reza Cawn, to inform them of the Na- 
bob's intention to make them' preſents, agreeable 
to the uſual practice on the like occaſions, when | 
any important buſineſs is tranſacted, and to deſire wy 
their acceptance of them, as a mark of his good- 
will and ſatisfaction. Mahumud Reza Cawn pro- 
duced a note in Perſian, under the Nabob's hand 
and ſeal, ſignifying the amount of the ſums in- 
tended for each of the deputies; for myſelf 137,500 
rupees, which at 25s. 6d. per rupee, amounts to 
17,1871. 10s. for each of the other deputies 
112,500 rupees, or 14,0621. 10s, He was directed 
to return our acknowledgements to the Nabob, to 
carry back the paper, and to acquaint him, that if 
ſuch a favour was intended us, we could agree to 
receive it only from his own hands. 5 

About the 16th of March, when we happened 
to be at the place of audience on publick buſineſs, 
the Nabob produced this note, and deſired our ac- 

D2 Ceptance 


proſpect of ever receiving PRs of the preſents, 


20 
ceptance of it, with many proteſtations of his ſince⸗ 
rity and friendly intentions. 

We told the Nabob that we wanted no favour 
from him, but what came willingly and ſincerely 
from his heart; that he had very lately, on the 28th 
of February, wrote a complaint againſt us to the 

ovkrnor, which he was afterwards himſelf convinced: 
was groundleſs; and though he had made a private 
apology for this through Mr, Middleton, yet we 
would not accept of his preſent, unleſs he would 
ſignify his entire ſatisfaction with our conduct by a 
publick letter to the governor. This he readily pro- 
miſed to do, and accordingly diſpatched a letter to 
the governor that night. Having on theſe condi- 
tions, after repeated expreſſions of his regard and 
confidence, agreed to accept the mark offered us 
of his favour, we deſired that as the paper could 
be of no uſe to us, it might be given to Mahamud 
Reza Cawn, with orders for him to pay it; and it 
was accordingly delivered. 

A few days after the Nabob had thus given or- 
ders for payment of the preſents, we were informed 
by the board, about the z0th of March, of the 
information already mentioned laid before them by 


Mr. George Vanſittart, of a treacherous correſpon- 


dence with Suja Doula, which had been carried on 
by Nuncommar, and. we were acquainted that the 
board had reſolved he ſhould not be further truſted 
in publick buſineſs till he had cleared himſelf of this 
charge by a fair trial: at the ſame time a letter was 
ſent by them to the Nabob, urging him in the 
ſtrongeſt terms to fend Nuncommar down to Cal- 
cutta to anſwer to theſe accuſations. No ſervice 
could poſſibly be required of the deputies more diſ- 
agrecable to the Nabob, or which gave them a leſs 


The 
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The Nabob refiſted in the ſtrongeſt manner the re- 
queſt of the board; he refuſed to ſend Nuncommar 
down, and ſaid, If he did go, he himſelf would at- 
tend him to Calcutta, and be preſent at the trial. He 
complained to the board in a publick letter of the con- 
duct of the deputies, and diſcovered every ſymptom 
of uneaſineſs and diſſatisfaction. It will appear by 
the correſpondente with how much ſteadineſs and 
propriety of conduct the deputies fulfilled the inſtruc- 
tions of the board upon this occaſion. They at laſt 
prevailed : Nuncommar was, on the 28th March, 
ſent down to Calcutta, in conſequence of a ſecond 
order from the board addrefſed to the Nabob, who 
then laid aſide his intention of attending him thither. 

While this was in dependence, Mahamud Reza 

Cawn diſcoyered great anxiety to have Nuncommar 
ſent down ; he offered to me three lacks if I would 
effect this, and engage to uſe my influence that 
Nuncommar ſhould never return from Calcutta. I 
treated this propoſal as it deſerved, and rejected it 
with indignation. 
The deputies continued their inquiries regarding 
the revenues, and laid a ſtate of them before the 
board; and in conſequence of inſtructions received, 
they ſettled with the Nabob the perſons who were 
to ſuperintend the collections at Muxadabad. All 
theſe meaſures, however diſagreeable to the Nabob, 
were taken by the deputies, while the preſents were 
ſtill unpaid, and might have been without difficulty 
recalled or ſtopped. 

Soon aiter Nuncommar had been ſent to Calcutta, 
the Nabob appeared to have laid aſide his reſent- 
ment againſt the deputies. About the iſt of April 
he made a preſent to my brother of 50,000 rupees, 
when he went totake his leave to go and join the army 
at Patna ; and ſome days after, in preſence of Mr. 


Senior, 


. 

Senior, Mr. Middleton, and ſeveral of his own 
people, in the place of audience, he urged me, in 
the moſt preſſing, manner, to accept an offer he had 
formerly made me, of another lack, beſides my 
ſhare of the general preſent, in conſideration of the 
many ſervices, he ſaid, I had rendered to his de- 
ceaſed father; to which, after conſulting Mr. Senior 
and Mr. Middleton, I then agreed. 

Ten days after, when the public buſineſs was 
nearly finiſhed, and the deputies were about to re- 
turn to Calcutta, Mahamud Reza Cawn was aſked 
for payment of the money, agreeable to the Nabob's 
order; but he judged it prudent for his own juſ- 
tification to refer to the Nabob for his further plea- 
ſure. The Nabob confirmed his former note by a 
freſh order under his hand, dated about a month 
after his firſt note; and ſoon after he ſent a preſent 
to the gentlemen of the council at Calcutta, conſiſt- 
ing of notes and bylls of exchange incloſed in letters 
under his hand and ſeal, 

The payment of the preſent to the deputies be- 
gan to be made about the 1gth of April, and, by 
ſeveral payments, was compleated about the goth 
of that month. The firſt certain accounts that Lord 
Clive was actually on his way to India, were re- 
ceived the 16th of April at Calcutta, and he was 
then hourly expected, as the ſhip Prince of Wales, 
which brought the intelligence, had parted from 
him in latitude 1 North. This was known in 
two days at the Nabob's court; and the Nabob had 
entertained the ſtrongeſt hopes by letters from Major 
Carnac and others, that ſo ſoon as Lord Clive 
ſhould arrive, the treaty which the council had 
made would be overturned, and he put in the 
{ame ſituation, and veſted with the lame power as 
his father had enjoyed. Notwithſtanding this, noc 

the 
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the leaſt attempt was made by the Nabob to put 4 
ſtop to the payment of the preſents z and even as 
late as the 26th of April, the Nabob wrote a par- 
ticular invitation to the deputies to be pre- 
ſent at the ceremony of the Punia, or new year, 
and beſtowed upon them horſes, dreſſes, and jewels, 
agreeable to the cuſtom on ſuch occaſions. 

This is the only preſent about which it ſeems ne- 
ceſſary to enter into any explanation. Another 
preſent was made to the deputies by Mahamud Reza 
Cawn from himſelf, my ſhare of which amounted 
to a lack ; but as that was never, properly ſpeak- 
ing, received, and the bills for it returned, it ſeems 
intirely out of the queſtion. There was alſo a ſmaller 
preſent made by the Seats, the great bankers of 
India, my ſhare of which amounted to 10,000 
rupees, and my brother, received an equal ſum. 
This was an affair of ſo little conſequence, that I 
ſhould not have thought of entering into any diſ- 
cuſſion about it. However, as I am informed great 
pains have been taken to exaggerate and miſrepre- 
ſent the circumſtances attending theſe two preſents, 
I muſt beg the indulgence of the proprietors, while 
I give an account of the real {tate of the facts. 

About the 8th of March, when the treaty was 
concluded, the Nabob ſeated on the throne, and 
his prime miniſter appointed, Mahamud Reza Cawn, 
much about the ſame time that the offer of a pre- 
ſent came from the Nabob, gave intimation to the 
deputies thro' Mootyram Phougedar of Hughly, that 
he too had a deſire of making them a prelent from 
himſelf. The deputies anſwered, that they would 
not decline to accept his offer. He afterwards him- 
ſelf informed them of his intention to give to each 
of the deputies a lack of rupees, 12,5001. and ſome 
days atter he gave to Mootyram bills for my ſhare on 


Hughly 
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Hughly and Burdwan, and a bill for part of Me. Ley- 
. ceſter's on Hughly. He alſo gave to Mootyram bills 
for a ſum he deſigned for my brother, which Mooty- 
ram informed meamounted to 20, ooo rupees, 25001. 
tho! it was afterwards ſaid to be 25,000 rupees, 31251. 
Mootyram told me he had ſuch bills, but I never 
ſaw them, nor made uſe of them. About the 2oth 
April, when the buſineſs was nearly concluded, and 
the deputies about to ſeparate, Mahamud Reza 
Cawn informed Mr. Senior and Mr, Middleton 
that he had given bills for Mr. Leyceſter and my- 
ſelf, but would pay in ready money the preſent he 
intended for them. Accordingly after the deputies 
were ſeparated, he paid to Mr. Senior 50,000 rupees, 
62501. and would have paid to Mr. Middleton the 
ſame ſum, if he had not by that time taken the re- 
ſolution, as Mr. Leyceſter and I likewiſe did nearly 
at the ſame time, not to accept of this preſent, be- 
cauſe we underſtood that Lord Clive had deter- 
mined to overturn the nomination of this man as 
prime miniſter ; and as it was expected the queſtion 
would come to be diſputed in council, we did not 
think it becoming in us to accept of a preſent which 
might be objected as the motive of our conduct, if 
we gave our ſupport in council to the former nomi- 
nation. When we agreed to accept the preſent every 
thing ſeemed ſettled, and no objections could be made 
againſt our receiving it. When the nomination was 
again to be canvaſſed, we thought it would be 
equally improper to retain the preſent then, as it 
would have been to accept it before his firſt nomi- 
nation. Upon this principle -Mr. Middleton re- 
fuſed the payment offered to him, and Mr. Ley- 
ceſter and myſelf directed Mootyram to return the 


bills he had for us. 
It 
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1 It appeared afterwards that Lord Clive had no 


intention to ſet aſide the nomination of Mahamud 
Reza Cawn ; on the contrary, when certain pur- 


poſes had been ſerved by inſpiring him with the 


moſt dreadful apprehenſions, he was not only con- 
tinued in his office, but inveſted with till greater 
powers than the deputies had given him; fo that 
this preſent might with the greateſt propriety have 


been retained, . Mootyram ſent for the bills to 


Hughly, where they lay accepted and ready to be 
paid, and made an offer of them to Mahamud Reza 
Cawn ; but, as it was afterwards diſcovered, he re- 
tuſed to take them back, of which Mootyram never 
gave notice to Mr. Leyceſter or myſelf; on the con- 
trary, he told me they were actually given back. 
Upon an inquiry carried on by the ſelect committee, 
the bills were at laſt found in the poſſeſſion of Buſ- 
lentroy, Mootyram's principal officer, to whom he 
had recently before intruſted them, to offer them 
back a ſecond time to Mahamud Reza Cawn, who 
a ſecond time refuſed them; however, in the end, 
after having been taken into the poſſeſſion of the 
committee, and kept for about a month, they were 
given back to Buſentroy, and afterwards reſtored to 
Mahamud Reza Cawn's order, | 

With reſpect to the preſent from the Seats, the 
fact ſtands thus: The Seats viſited the deputies on 
their arrival ; we returned their viſit, and ſhewed 
them every reſpect and diſtinction in our power, 
By our good offices in part, they were peculiarly 
diſtinguiſhed by the Nabob at the ſolemnity of his 
being ſeated on the Muſnud, by his conferring on 
the eleſt Seat the title of Rajah. In the courſe of 
their viſits they took occaſion to repreſent to us the 
many lacks that were due to their houſe from the 
Rajahs and Zimmindars * the time of _ 


EMS: 
Alli Cawn, when they ſhut up their houſe, and 
the large ſum they had advanced to Jaffeir Alli 
Khan before the revolution in 1760, and ſolicited 
our aſſiſtance for recovering thoſe ſums, and alſo 
ſolicited our recommendation to the Nabob and his 
miniſter to be employed in the buſineſs of the go- 
vernment, and of the Zimmindars, which Caſſim 
Ali Khan had transferred to others. We did not 
then chooſe to interpoſe, or to take any trouble 
upon us with reſpect to theſe matters. 

believe it may be true, that Mahamud Reza 
Cawn gave them his advice to make offer of ſome 
preſent to the deputies for the labour they would be 
involved in, if they undertook to aſſiſt them in ſo 
many and ſo extenſive affairs. Soon after this, be- 
fore the end of March, they made offer, by the in- 
tervention of Mahamud Reza Cawn, of 10,000 
rupees to each of the deputies, and a further ſum 
of 75,000 rupees for the four deputies, to be paid 
when their debrs ſhould be colleted in; and at 
the ſame time, or afterwards, they offered 10,000 
rupees to my brother, which were accepted. Chicfly 
by our recommendation, they again came to be 
employed as the bankers and merchants of the 
government; and it was my intention, and I be- 
lieve that of the other deputies then preſent, to give 
them all the aſſiſtance in their power in recovering 
we ſums which were juſtly due to them. 

Having thus given a full account of the Paved 
prelents, I beg the indulgence of the proprietors to 
mention the ſteps taken by Lord Clive after his ar- 
rival. I will confine myſelf as much as poſlible to 
the proceedings which affect myſelf, leaving it to 
others to give an account, if they ſhall think proper, 


of what regards more nearly the conſtitution of the 
Company, 
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Company, and the probable conſequences to their. 
affairs, from what has lately paſſed on the other ſide 

of the globe, | 
Lord Clive arrived at Calcutta the 3d of May, 
1765, and I returned the ſame day from finiſhing the 
affairs of the deputation. His Lordſhip had left 
England immediately after a memorial had been 
given in to the Court of Directors, afterwards print- 
ed in the news papers, and ſigned by my brother 
and another gentleman, whoſe honourable and wor- 
thy character needs no panegyric; in which, as if 
inſpired with the ſpirit of prophecy, theſe gentle- 
men had foretold the probable conſequences which 
would reſult from the extraordinary and unneceſſary 
powers which the Court of Directors, after the gene- 
ral courts were all over, had been pleaſed to confer on 
Lord Clive and a ſelect committee, compoſed of mem- 
bers, neceſſarily, from various circumſtances, depend- 
ant upon him; by which the conſtitutional powers of 
the council at Bengal were totally annihilated. In 
that memorial likewiſe, the inconſiſtency of the con- 
duct of the directors, and of his Lordſhip, was 
pointed out, who had made it one of the capital 
points of their oppoſition to Mr. Sulivan, that he 
had, by a vote of a former Court of Directors, 
given powers ſomewhat ſimilar, tho* not ſo danger- 
ous, to Mr. Vanſittart. A copy of that memorial 
is annexed. This, with ſome other publick oppor- 
tunities which had been taken of giving light into a 
character which had not been ſo properly under- 
ſtood, made, it is believed, an impreſſion upon his 
lordſhip's mind, which a voyage that laſted near a 
year had rather increafed than diminiſhed, 

Joined to this, his Lordſhip had the mortification 
to find that every thing was intirely ſettled at Bengal 
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before his arrival * ; that a moſt advantageous treaty 
had been made, by which the Company's affairs 
were put in a ſituation far ſuperior to what had 
ever been known, and were eſtabliſhed upon ſuch a 
plan of moderation as was known to be agreeable 
to the general ſentiments of the proprietors at home, 
and left it open to the directors, at any time by an 
order, to increaſe their revenue as they thought pro- 
per. This is all that Lord Clive afterwards did, tho? 
certainly without their order. 

What added to this diſappointment was, that the 
two perſons who had acted a chief part in theſe 
affairs, were Mr. Spencer, the friend of Mr. Suli- 
van, who acted as governor, and myſelf, who 
ated as head of the deputation. He found too 
that Mr. Spencer was beloved and reſpected by 
every man in the ſettlement, that he had reconciled 
all quarrels, had reſtored peace and unanimity to 
the council, and had introduced a ſcene of happi- 
neſs and freedom which could not be contemplated 
by him without pain and regrer. 

It was not long that matters continued upon this 
footing. | 

Mr. Spencer had not quitted the government a fort- 
night, when a ſcene of terror, diſcontent, diſſention, 
and anxiety ſucceeded to the former happy ſituation of 
the ſettlement. To deſcribe this, would only be to 
give a picture of what have been the conſequences of 
deſpotiſm in every country and in every age; not a 
man, felt himſelf in a ſtate of ſecurity, much leſs of 


* The war was at an end; Illiabad and Chinargure were 
taken; the laſt ſkirmiſh with Soujah Doula and the Moratioes 
was fought the igth and 2oth of May at Calpi ; and in five 
days after Soujah Dovla ſurrendered himſelf a priſoner at cur 
camp. The news of Lord Clive's arrival, which was on the 
3d of May, could ſcarce have reached the army about athouſand 
miles diſtant, 

independence. 
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independence. The ſituation of my own private af- 
fairs and of the members of the council, 40 not in- 
fluence me in this deſcription, which every indifferent 

rſon would have equally felt. Spies, informers, 
and paraſites were every where encouraged ; all con- 
fidence, even amongſt friends, deſtroyed ; jealouſy 
and diſmay was ſeen in every face; diſtance, reſerve, 
and ſelfiſh conſiderations prevailed throughout, and 
ſeemed to have already extinguiſhed every generous 
and honourable ſentiment. I do not exaggerate, 
tho? I own the ſudden and incredible change made a 
deep impreſſion on my mind; and the contraſt be- 
tween that, and the happineſs and tranquillity which 
the ſettlement had enjoyed from the time Mr. Spencer 
ſacceeded to thar government fix months before, 
made an impreſſion, I am ſure, upon every one, 
and added to the general diſtreſs. 

If there are men in this kingdom who undervalue 
the bleſſings of our happy conſtitution, who do not 
hold the liberty which prevails in this iſland as the 
moſt ineſtimable of all human enjoyments, I ſhould 
preſcribe, as an infallible means of reforming their 
depraved and miſtaken opinions, to ſend them for 
ſix months to the kingdom of Bengal, in the Com- 
pany's ſervice, during the ſubſiſtence of the preſent 
ſelect committee, ſent out under the auſpices of Lord 
Clive, to ESTABLISH PEACE AND TRANQUILLITY 
IN THAT COUNTRY. | 

Lord Clive was met, before he entered the town, 
by Mr. Leyceſter and Mr. Gray; the laſt of whom, 
either then or ſome days after, informed him of the 
preſents he had received. Mr. Spencer the ſame 
evening gave him the like account, and particularly 
mentioned the ſum paid, and what was ſtill due to 
him. Mr. Spencer informed me that he conſidered 
by his Lordſhip's anſwer, that he would aſſiſt him 
in recovering the balance, I alſo waited on his 


Lordſhip, 
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Lordſhip, but was aſked no queſtions then or af- 
terwards as to that or any of the publick buſineſs in 
which I had been employed. 

A council was the ſame day held, in which Lord 
Clive was pleaſed to join in returning thanks to Mr. 
Spencer. for his zeal and ſervices ; with how much 
ſincerity was ſoon known; for in eight or ten days 
he broke off all intercourſe with him. 

On the 6th of May another council was held, 
when Lord Clive gave us an idea of how ſmall con- 
ſequence the opinion of the council was likely to be 
during his government. The buſineſs of appoint- 
ing the field officers came firſt to be confidered, 
At the Cape, Lord Clive had met Major Chapman 
of the King's regiment, returning to Europe from 
Madraſs; he and his committee engaged him to re- 
turn, with the promiſe of a commiliion as Major at 
Bengal. His Lordſhip deſired the ſentiments of 
the board, whether this commiſſion ſhould be given. 
No man is acquainted with Major Chapman who 
does not love him, and wiſh his welfare ; his great 
merit was allowed by every one. The difficulty lay 
in promoting his intereſt, by ſuperſeding and diſ- 
guſting ſo many gallant and deſerving officers then 
on the eſtabliſhment, to whoſe good conduct the 
Company had owed the preſervation of their ſettle- 
ment, and in their very laſt letter the directors had 
returned them the moſt honourable acknowlege- 
ments. On referring to the Company's letter. the 
Board and his Lordſhip were equally ſurprized, to 

find the power of appointing the field officers left to 
the Governor, without the Council being joined 
therein, The tenor of the general. letter ſeemed to 
indicate no ſuch alteration as the transferring ſuch 
a power to the Governor alone, independent of the 
Council ; and the doubt ſeemed plainly occaſioned 
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by an error in tranſcribing the letter ;; eſpecially as 
his Lordſhip knew not that ſuch a power was veſted 
in him till the letter was then read. 

The power of naming the inferior officers had al- 
ways been veſted in the Governor; but captains and 
all ſuperior officers were named by the Governor 
and Council, the laſt to be confirmed from home; and 
as by the Company's laſt letter the power of naming 
captains ſtill remained with the Governor and Coun- 
cil, the nomination of the ſuperior officers, for a 
much ſtronger reaſon, was — meant to be 


velted in them. 
As matters ſtood thus, it was aſked, Whether the 


opinion of the Council would have any weight in 
deciding the queſtion propoſed ? His Lordlhip de- 

clared, he was determined, whether it ſhould be 
the ſentiments of the majority or not, to give the 
commiſſion, On which Mr. Burdett and myſelf 
entered our minute, that as our ſentiments could have 
no effect in determining this affair, we ſhould not 
give any opinion upon it. 

Lord Clive then declared his intention to eſta- 
bliſh the ſelect committee; the paragraphs of the ge- 
neral letter, June 1764, were read. His Lordſhip 
was aſked, If he had any other powers than thoſe 
contained in theſe paragraphs? He declared, he had 
none. The committee was deſired to explain what 
they thought to be the meaning and intent of thoſe 
powers which were expreſly limited by the letter, 
to the reſtoring peace and tranquilliiy? His Lord- 
ſhip anſwered, that they would not enter into any 
diſcuſſion of that point with the Council; that they 
themſelves were the only judges of the extent and 
limits of thoſe powers, and were reſolved to carry 
them | into execution, The paragraph of the Com- 
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pany's letter eſtabliſhing the ſelect committee is 
annexed. 

On the gth of May another Cone was held, 
when Lord Clive required of all the members to 
ſign the covenants relating to the preſents, which he 

himſelf had ſigned, he ſaid, before he left England. 
Mr. Burdett, to whom, 50,000 rupees of his pre- 
ſent was ſtill due, put the queſtion to his Lordſhip, 
Whether theſe covenants would have a retroſpect ? 
to which he anſwered, That they would not. U 
which the covenants were ſigned, and I took my 
leave, and had the liberty of the board to return to 
Burdwan, 

The perſons who it was thought might prove the 
moſt uſeful in calumniating me, were Mahamud 
Reza Cawn, and the Rajah of Burdwan. No time 
was loſt in conveying to them impreſſions of the ut- 
molt terror. 

A letter was fent to Mahamud Reza Cawn, un- 
der Lord Clive's great ſeal, which in that country 
is reckoned a mark. of diſreſpect ; by which he was 

informed, that all buſineſs was taken from the 

« Council, and it was intimated to him, as I have 
been told, as well as to every man belonging to the 
country government, that they were to have no con- 
nexion or correſpondence with any but the {elect 
committee, at the {ame time ordering him down to 
Calcutta. Another letter was lent to the Rajah of 
Burdwan, by which he was ordered to pay near 
eight lacks of rupees in ſeven days, as a balance 
pretended to be due by him to the Company; other- 
wiſe to fland to the conſequences, for that his Lord- 
ſhip would hear no anſwer, | received letters from 
them both, which are in my poſſęſſion, expreſſing 
the utmoſt dread and apprehenſion. To intimidate 
Mahamud Reza Cawn ſſtill further, his rival Nun- 
commar was fet at liberty, and allowed to go and 

Meet 
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meet the Nabob, who was at this time on his way 
to vie Lord Clive. He returned to Calcutta with 
the Nabob, and was allowed. to continue with him 
about three weeks. When the purpoſe was thus 
ſerved, and Mahamud Reza Cawn had complied, 
Nuncommar was put under a guard ofceapoys, with 
his ſon in law Juggat Chund, and allowed no in- 
tercourſe with the Nabob. Honours were heaped 
upon Mahamud Reza Cawn, and when the Nabob 
returned to Muxadabad, he was ſent up to that place 
as miniſter, and afterwards, as Pm informed, had 
a company of our '{ſcapoys appointed him as a 
guard, independent of the Nabub z which he had 
formerly aſked of me, and was refuſed. During 
all the time he was at Calcutta he durſt not viſit 
me nor any gentleman not of the committee, and 
the ſame conduct was obſerved byvevery conſider- 
able man of the country government. After the 
Nabob had left Calcutta, Nuncommar prevailed in 
getting his confinement removed, and his ſon- in- law 
was allowed to go to the Nabob's court. Dr. Ful- 
lerton, Meer Aſhoruf, and the other witneſſes, 
brought near five hundred miles, from Benares and 
Patna for the trial, were ſent back without being 
confronted or examined in his preſence; and Nun- 
commar has been ſince graciouſly received in his vi- 
fits to the gentlemen of the ſelect committee. 

With reſpect to the Rajah of Burdwan, after be- 
ing terrified with the demand of a latge balance, 
when he owed ſcarce three lacks, incurred before 
my time, he was ordered down to Calcutta on the 
26th of May, without notice given to me. This was 
not only an uncommon piece of diſreſpect to me as 
chief, and to the Board at Calcutta, but, at once, 
deſtroyed all my authority over the province, to 
which I could not thereafter recyrn with any credit. 
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The accounts had neither been examined nor a 
queſtion aſked at me, as to the balance he truly 
owed, notwithſtanding that in conſequence of the 
Rajah's letter to me, I had laid before Mr. Sumner 
2 ite of his accounts; who confeſſed he had not 
inſpected them. For fourteen days he was not ad- 
' mitted to wait upon Lord Clive, and dared not to 
viſit me, nor any of the gentlemen of the Council 
during all that time he was under the greateſt ter- 
ror, being witneſs to the violent treatment of Mooty- 
ram and Buſſuntroy. At laſt he was permitted to viſit 
Lord Clive at the Gardens. I was credibly informed, 
he was then made to ſwear he would anſwer the queſ- 
tions that ſhould be put to him ; and theſe queſtions 
were no other than an inquiſition into my conduct. 
His anſwers I preſume did not prove ſatisfactory: 
for 1 have allo ground to believe, that the honours 
and exaltation of Mahumed Reza Cawn, who had 

iven evidence to their mind againſt me, were 
pointed out to him at another viſit as objects for his 
encouragement to make accuſations. He has ſince 
been loaded with honours ; but it has not yet been 

ublicly declared in what manner he has merited 
theſe marks of gratitude. 

'The Nabob ſoon after his arrival at Calcutta, 
when under the direction of Nuncommar, wrote a 
letter to the Select Committe, which was made the 
foundation of an enquiry into the conduct of the 
deputies. In that letter, in which there is ſcarce a 
word of truth, he accuſed his miniſter Mahumed 
Reza Cawn of a great variety of offences, and 
amongſt others of having given away his money, 
without his knowlege or conſent, in preſents to the 
deputies and to the gentlemen of the council, in or- 
der to ſecure him in his office. 

Mahumed Reza Cawn was examined upon this 


before the ſelect committee in the molt private man- 
ner; 
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ner ;- the members of which firſt bound themſelves 
by an oath of ſecrecy. He produced as a proof that 
the preſents were given by the Nabob's order, the 
two notes under the Nabob's hand and ſeal, the 
ſame which was affixed to the Company's treaty. 
At this time it would ſeem he did not perfectly 
underſtand what ſort of evidence would be molt 
agreeable, for he gave an account of the preſents 


upon oath ; which, tho' calculated to throw ſome 


load upon the deputies, in order to excuſe himſelf 
from having acted voluntarily in that matter, yet 
not at all conformable to the view of his examination. 
After his Excellency (he ſaid) had been ſeated 
* on the muſnud, the gentlemen of the council firit 
* of all ſent me a meſſage by Mootyram, and after- 
% wards themſelves ſaid to me, The gentlemen who 
<*« haveaſlifted former Nazims have obtained preſents, 
* Now that we have ſeated his Excellency on the 
* mutnud, and rendered him ſervice, we hope that 
* he will make preſents to us alſo. Do you repreſent 
this to his Excellency.” I anſwered: © Do you 
“ yourſelves, gentlemen, mention it. At length, as 
„they were earneſt with me, and I perceived that 


they would be offended at my reſuſal, I repre- 


<« ſented it to his Excellency, in conformity to their 
** deſire. His Excellency ſaid to me, It muſt be done 
** (the Perſian word 4aid kerd ſigniſies, let it be 
% done.) Do you make out a liſt and bring it 
me. I replied, Your Excellency is the maſter ; | 
** yourſelf determine upon whatever may be your 
* Pleaſure. Accordingly an account of the preſents 
** for the gentlemen was made out before the Na- 
e bob's face, and given under his hand and ſeal to 
* Mr. Johnſtone, in the preſence of all the four 
* gentlemen, ——After three or four days Mr. 


5 Johnſtone carried this paper to the Nabob, and 
1 “ ſaid, 
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« ſaid, If your Excellency has given this paper un- 
* willingly and contrary to your inclination, we do 
« not want it. His Excellency anſwered, I have 
& given it to you of my own pleaſure and by my own 
« inclination. After this converſation paſſed Mr. 
© Tohnſtone ſaid, What ſhall we do with a bar 
paper? Let orders be given to Mahumud Reza 
% Cawn for the payment of the money, —His Ex- 
s cellency accordingly commanded me to pay the 
* money agreeable to the paper. I made ſome 
days delay, and upon Mr. Johnſtone and the 
% other gentlemen again making a demand upon 
* Mme, [ preſented the following repreſentation to 
„ his Excellency, with regard to giving the money 
for the gentlemens preſents whatſoever is your Ex- 
« cellency's pleaſure. His Excellency figned there- 
„ on, Let Mabumud Reza Caton Bahadre pay it.” 
And then he mentions the fums paid and the dates 
of the payments, and how much ſtill remained 
_— 

As the Nabob had charged bim with giving 
away his money without his conſent, and he was 
obliged to own that he had propoled the preſents to 
the Nabob, he thought it neceſſary for his own vin- 
dication to affirm, that the gentlemen were earncit 
with him, and that he perceived they would be of- 
fended at his refuſal. © But the whole of his evi- 
dence, taking it as it ſtands, affords not the leaſt 
objection to the manner of receiving thele preſents 
but directly the contrary, 

With reſpect to the preſent from himſelf he gives 
the following account. © Mr. Johnitone and the other 
e gentlemen ſent me a meſſage by Mootyram, as 
“ follows. Whereas you have been appointed his 
„ Exce!lency's naib, it is proper you make us ſome 


* prefent from yourtcif. L repretented my ſituation; 
„that 


* 


BE 4 


& that I would do what was in my power: but 
& that I could not furniſh any great matter.“ And 
then he gives an account of the particular ſums, 

Here again he endeavoured to ſcreen himſelt, by 
pretending that he had acted in conſequence of a 
meſſage from the deputies z which is ablolutely 
falſe. 

He is afterwards ſaid to have added, That 
„ when the gentlemen demanded an acknowlege- 
« ment from him, he aſked, Is not this to be a 
« general affair, and are not the other gentlemen 
* of the council to have a ſhare? To which they 
e replied, No. This muſt be for us. Let them 
« look to themſelves.“ A converſation which 
neither did nor could poſſibly happen, as the pro- 
poſal of a preſent came intirely from himſelf, 

Juggat Seat had come to Calcutta, to make 2 
viſit to Lord Clive. Enquiry was made of him, 
what he could ſay to the prejudice of the deputies, — 
The whole power he found was transferred to the 
| ſele&t committee; and he readily adapted himſelf to 
their deſire, of having evidence ol ſomething which 
might ſerve their views 

The following narrative was prepared and given 
in by him. to the committee concerning his own 
preſents - When Mr. Johnſtone and the other 
« gentlemen of the council went to Moorthedabad, 
and applied themſelves to the regulation of the 
„ whole Subadarry, they ſent me the following meſ- 
* fage by Mootyram Make us ſome acknowledg- 
ment, and we will ſettle all your buſineſs according 
* to your heart's defire, otherwiſe we ſhall be diſ- 
„ pleated, and your bulineſs will meet wich no aſſiſt- 
* ance: for you formerly made an acknowledgment 
* to Lord Clive and other gentlemen, I informed 


them that Lord Clive never ſaid a word on this 
* lubje, 
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& ſubject, and that I did not give him even a ſingle 
<« daunt” They ſent me a meſſage in anſwer as fol. 
lows: „You may not be acquainted with it, but 
your fathers made an acknowledgment z give us 
« five lacks of rupees.” I anſwered, „Our tathers 
never did give Lord Clive a ſingle daum.“ They 
replied, © If you would wiſh to have your buſineſs 
Ago freely on make us ſome acknowledgment. 
„ Being remedileſs, I conſented to give 125,000 
* rupees,. 50,000 rupees immediately, and the reſt 
„ when 1 could collect in my debts from the 
„ country. The gentlemen agreed to this, and 
« accordingly I ſent them 50,000 rupees by my 
„ Muttaluddies and Mootyram. — In fine, there 
« were none of my debts collected in when Mr. 
« Johnſtone and the other gentlemen returned to 
Calcutta, and I alſo came to Calcutta to pay my 
e reſpects to Lord Clive; ſo that thus the affair 
e reited, Enquiry having been made of me, I 
© have written theſe particulars, in which there is 
4 by no means a word of untruth.” 

The chief attention through the whole of this 
narrative is to take off the imputation from him- 
ſelf of having the firſt propoſed to give the money, 
and to throw it upon the deputies, as if the pro- 
poſal had come from them, and that it was not 
altogether voluntary upon his part; but there is 
nothing | in the narrative, taking it as it ſtands, that 
imports any more than that Juggat Seat had given 


this money in the view of aving the aid and aſ- 


ſiſtance of the deputies in recovering the money 
that was due to him; ; and he ſeems to complain in 
the end of his narrative, that he had not got that 
aſſiſtance which was the motive of the preſent, for 


that none of his debts were collected in when the 


gentlemen returned to Caicutta ; it was therefore 


tha 
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the hope of aſſiſtance, and not the fear of obſtruc- 
tion, which had been his motive; and there is no- 
thing in the narrative which imports any thing like 


a threat, neither did any complaint come from him 


againſt the deputies, more than from Mahumed 
Reza Cawn, or the Nabob. He fairly mentions that 
enquiry had been made of him, in conſequence of 
which he had given that account. 

After theſe' examinations were finiſhed by the 
ſelect committee, 2 council was called, and the 
Nabob's letter with the two narratives were read, 
but no opinion of the council was afked, nor was 
it explained whether in this matter the council were 
to act as judges. The papers were pocketed and 
carried. back, and next day upon an information 
from Mahumed Reza Cawn, that the bills granted 
by him to Mootyram had been that morning offered 
back to him by Buſſuntroy, Duan or principal 
officer of Mootyram, a party of ſeapoys was ſent 
to ſeize Buſſuntroy, and ro bring him before the 
committee to be examined upon oath. He was 
accordingly ſeized, and brought under a guard, 
and the ſame day a party of two ſerjeants and 
twelve men were ſent to ſeize Mootyram, who kept 
him under cloſe confinement till he was brought 
before the committee, and examined the day after. 
Buſſuntroy, after his examination, was kept about 
ten days in cloſe confinement, and then diſcharged. 
Mootyram was kept in cuſtody for above a fort- 
night, with one ſeapoy in his room, and two at 
his door, tho? all that time in a very bad ſtate of 
health, and no crime whatever laid to his charge, 
or that of Buſluntroy. He was a ſecond time ex- 
amined by order of the committee, under a guard, 
in preſence of the council, and at laſt, after being 
obliged to give bail, he was diſcharged ; but as he 


had 


IE 1 
had retracted, and his firſt evidence, as explained 
by his ſecond depoſition before the council, did 
not ſeem to anſwer the purpoſes expected, he was 
diſmiſſed from all his offices, as ſoon as Mahomed 
Reza Cawn returned to Muxadabad, and intirely 
deprived of all future hope of employment in that 
kingdom, and Mahomed Reza Cawn's Vaqueel, 
with Lord Clive, named Mirza Caſim, was ap- 
pointed in his ſtead, 

The evidence of Buſſuntroy amounted to no 
more than this, „ That he carried the bills in 
* queſtion to Mahomed Reza Cawn that day at 
* eleven o'clock by Mootyram's order, from whom 
* he got them at eight o'clock that morning at 
* his own houſe, with orders to carry them to 
* Mahomed Reza Cawn, who was angry, would 
not receive them, and aſked why he brought 
* them?” And he produced the bills, being four 
in number, amounting in the whole to 175,000 
rupees, which were to have been paid, one Jack 
to myſelf, 50,000 to Mr. Leyceſter, and 25,000 
to my brother. 

The firſt evidence of Mootyram, Phougedar of 
Houghley, was taken ſecretly before the committee, 
under a guard, upon leading queſtions put to him, 
and not taken down in his own language, but 
tranſlated by the committee. It was to this effect: 
« That he went to Jaggat Seat to demand money 
« —That he was ſent along with Iſhmael Ali Cawn 
« by Mahomed Reza Cawn— That he was ſent to 
« Mahomed Reza Cawn by Mr. Johnſtone, to 
% deſire that he would aſk the Seats for preſents 
« That he had his orders from Mr. Johnſtone 
«only, who ſent him in the name of himſelf and of 
«© Meſſrs. Senior, Leyceſter, and Middleton—That 
„ he aſked for three lacks — That the affair was 

about 
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about twenty days in ſettling—That he went 


Grit about the middle of March — That Maho- 
med Reza Cawn ſaid at firſt, Very well, Pl try 
what I can do; but on the next application ſaid, 
It was very improper to aſk money of the Seats, 
it would get him a bad name— That the con- 
tents of Juggat Sear's narrative were true That 
he told the Seats the gentlemen would protect 


their buſineſs, if they would make a preſent ; if 


not, the buſineſs of the Seats would meet with 
no protection or countenance— That he told this 
by Mr. Johnſtone's order — That when Iſmael 
Ali Cawn demanded three lacks for the gentle- 
men, Juggat Seat anſwered, If the gentlemen 
will be ſatisfied with rings, jewels, and ſuch pre- 
ſents, from 10,000 to 25,000 rupees, he would 
comply; but on Iſmael Ali Cawn's preſſing him 
farther, he agreed to give 50,000, which was 
not accepted ; and then Juggat Seat ſaid, Well, 
I will ſpeak to Mahomed Reza Cawn myſelf— 
That he was preſent at all this converſation, but 
did not ſpeak — That he heard the affair was 
ſettled thus; Juggat Seat agreed to give 7 5,000, 
then he roſe to a lack, and at laſt conſented to 
give 125,000—That he demanded the money 
not in his own name, but on the gentlemens 
account, and thoſe that ſent him. Upon a lead- 
ing queſtion put by Mahomed Reza Cawn, he 
faid—That when the money was ſent by Juggat 
Seat to Mahomed Reza Cawn's houſe, he for- 
warded it immediately to Mr. Johnſtone in a 
hackeree or cart, and that Mr. Johnſtone was 
angry, and ſaid, Why was not the money given 
to Mootyram, or ſent more privately ?— That 
he did viſit Juggat Seat thrice—Thar at the 
time he viſited Juggat Seat, when he was alone, 
« Juggat 
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Juggat Seat told him, he would agree to give 
75,000, to the gentlemen, and deſired he would 
repreſent to them that his circumſtances would 
not afford more; which he promiſed to do 
That he went about twelve or fourteen days 
ago by Mr. Johnſtone's order, and tendered back 
the bills which had been granted for- the other 

reſent to Mahomed Reza Cawn, and deſired 
e would take them; and that he told him, 
as ſoon as difficulties were over, he would re- 
ceive their amounts, if he then conſented to 
pay; but Mahomed Reza Cawn refuſed to take 
the bills — That the bills were five in number, 
and amounted to 175,000 rupees— That he ſent 
the bills yeſterday morning by Buſſuntroy—That 
theſe bills were the amount of a preſent to be 
paid by Mahomed Reza Cawn to Meſſrs. John- 
ſtone, Leyceſter, and Mr. Johnſtone's younger 
brother ; and that the preſent intended for each 
of thoſe gentlemen was, for Mr. Johnſtone 
150,000, for Mr. Leyceſter 50,000, for Gideon 
Johnſtone 20,000—That as to the money the 
gentlemen received from the Nabob, Mahomed 
Reza Cawn had the management of that buſi- 


* neſs— That Mr. Johnſtone firſt received through 


his hands from the Nabob 137,500, and after- 
wards a lack more, making together 237, 500, 
beſides which his brother received afterwards 


50,000 of the Nabob— That what was paid to 


the other gentlemen he knew not, their own 
Mutſudees having tranſacted that buſineſs for 
them That according to the beſt of his judg- 
ment this evidence is true That he never would 
retract it; but if there ſnould appear any thing 


* contradictory or unſatisfactory at firſt, it was 


« ow1mg 


—_— '” FY 0 =  _ a Wo 


fas 7 


« owing to the confuſion he was under when brought 
« before that company.” 

His ſecond examination before the council was 
taken in conſequence of a remonſtrance I gave in 


againſt theſe illegal proceedings, but he was ſtill 


kept in confinement; and examined under a guard. 
In place of aſking him the fame queſtions as be- 
fore, and taking down his anſwer in preſence of 
the members of council, his former evidence was 
read over to him, and he aſked whether he con- 
firmed it ? Notwithſtanding this' method of pro- 
ceeding, and the terror he was under, he contra- 
dicted himſelf in many material circumſtances— 
That he did go to the Seats, but not to demand 
4 money That in place of telling Mahomed Reza 
«.Cawn, that the Seats buſineſs would meet with 


<«.no protection, he told Mahomed Reza Cawn, 


&« that if the Sears did not give a preſent, the gen- 
« tlemen would ſay nothing, or would be ſilent; 
« which imported no threatening whatever That 
« Juggat Seat made no offer of rings or jewels, 
nor of 50,000 rupees, but as far as 20 or 25,000 
c rupees, which Iimael Ali Cawn then told him 


would not do, and that he then faid he would 


« ſpeak to Mahomed Reza Cawn himſelf; and 
<« that when he went to him he propoſed the ſum 
* of 50,000 rupecs.” By which the material part 
of his evidence 1s overturned, and the contradic- 

tions totally diſcredit the whole. | 
That part of the evidence which gave greateſt 
pleaſure to the gentlemen of the committee was 
the aſſertion, that when the money was ſent to Mr. 
Johnſtone in a hackeree, he was angry, and ſaid, 
Why was not the money given to Mootyram, or 
ſent more privately ? The fact is, that the money 
| | G 2 both 
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both for myſelf and the other gentlemen was ſent 
in a hackaree, and it is true that I was diſpleaſed, 
and ſent it back; the reaſon of my being diſpleaſed 
was, that it is not the practice in the molt common 
tranſactions, for perſons of the rank I then held, 
to receive money themſelves : It is delivered to 
their Bannians, who, as ſilver money is very bulky, 


and the coin much adulterated, take the trouble 


of examining, weighing, and reckoning it over. 


I had no Bannian with me; it was not to be ſup- 
poſed, in the office I bore, and the public buſineſs 
{ was engaged in, that I could receive the mone 

in the way it was ſent, and ſtill leſs, that I would 
recerve, not only what was meant for myſelf, but 
what was intended for all the other gentlemen. 
But ſurely, if I had meant ſecrecy, in a matter 
which required none, I would neither have thought 
of diſcovering anger, nor of ſending the money 
back, which could not fail of being remarked as 
extraordinary. The fact is, that tho' Mootyram, 
from fear and terror, was by leading queſtions 
compelled to throw out this inſinuation, hen 
under a' private illegal examination, yet he imme- 
diately afterwards acknowledged under his hand, 
and ſigned it before witneſſes (who made oath 
before a juſtice of peace) that he was not preſent at 
the time the money came to me, and theretore could 
not poſſibly give evidence of words ſpoken by me 
at that time This paper, in which he clearly con- 


tradicts the evidence he formerly gave, is in my 


oſſeſſion in the original Periian, and will ſhew 
the juſt cauſe I had to complain of the extraordinary 
pr oceedings with theſe witneſſes. 

After theſe unfair examinations, taken in fo 
unbecoming and tyrannical a manner by the ſelect 
committee, letters were wrote to Meſirs. Senior 
and 


1 
and Middleton, the abſent deputies, for their an- 
ſwers to the facts, which ſoon after arrived. Mr. 
Leyceſter, who attended the council, had an op- 
portunity of anſwering; and accordingly gave in 
his anſwers from time to time. As I had taken 
leave of the Board to return to Burdwan, I had no 
title to attend the council, unleſs particularly fum- 
moned. When theſe papers were read, I defired 
copies, and they were ſent me on the 12th of June. 
Five days after (on the 17th of June) I gave in 
my minute in writing; I remonſtrated againſt the 
proceedings, and was obliged to take notice of 
ſeveral particulars, wich I am afraid were not al- 
together agreeable to the gentiemen of the ſelect 
committee. I denicd politively, that I had ever 


88 0 . . 
terms, or by any threats or infinuations, that his 


buſineſs ſhould otherwiſe meet the ſmalleſt impe- 
diment or obſtruction from us, and that no com- 
pulſion or violence was with my KR ever 
made uſe of, or intended to be made ute of, to 
induce him to give any preſents whatever, I con- 
cluded with acquainting them, that I would con- 
tinue no longer in the Company's ſervice, while 
ſuch powers were veſted in ſuch hands; and there- 
fore had determined to reſign the ſervice. 

The committee were pleaſed on the 21iſt of 
June to pronounce a ſpecies of ſentence of a very 
ſingular nature, in which they gave their opinion 
upon the evidence, applauded the decency and 
candour of their own proceedings, and finally re- 


Os = 
ſolved to leave it to the Honourable Court, of 


(ſo far as relate to me) are in the following words: 
„That Mr. Johnſtone has actually received the 
| « ſeveral 


authorized Mootyram, or any other perſon, to aſk 
preſents of Juggat Seat in improper or unlawful 


Directors to paſs final judgment. Their minutes 
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ſeveral ſums in money and bills, ſpecified for 
« his uſe in the general accounts of Mahomed 
„ Reza Cawn and Juggat Seat.” [Alt ho“ the bills 
were at that very time in the hands of the committee} 
« That he appears from the evidence entered in 
our proceedings to have been a principal agent 
« and manager in obtaining and diſtributing the 
c preſents, but unacquainted (we would willingly 
« ſuppoſe) with the menaces uſed by Mootyram 
e in his name to Mahomed Reza Cawn and Jug- 
« oat Seat, in order to extort a ſum of money 
6c Sn the latter tor the uſe of the deputation— 
And laſtly, That he is guilty of actual diſobe- 
% dience to the Company's orders, in arraigning 
« jndecently, and refuſing poſitively to acknow- 
te ledge, the authority wherewtth the ſelect com- 
c mittee are veſted by the Honourable Court of 
« Directors, and by urging their uſurped powers 
.« in excule tor dechning any reply to charges that 
ſo deeply affect his character — That upon the 
« whole the gentlemen who fat at the Board, as 
« well as thoſe who negotiated at the Durbar, 
« were guilty of actual daiſobedience to the Com- 
% pany's poſitive orders relative to the covenants, 
« both in delaying to execute them, and in re- 
« ceiving preſents, contrary to the expreſs letter 
« and ſpirit of thoſe obligations.“ 

Lord Clive and Metirs. Summers, Verelſt, and 
Sykes, were pleaſed, after ſeven or eight days de- 
liberation, to give in ſeparate minutes in anſwer to 
what I had offered. Thele I had ſent to me; bur 
the ſecond examination of Mootyram before the 
board, on the 18th of June, tho' prior to theſe 
minutes, and every other ſubſequent paper of their 
proceedings, were kept from my knowledge, _ 
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not delivered to me till the 22d and 25th of Sep- 
tember, the day on which I was to have failed. The 
veſſel however was delayed till the 2d of October, 
and I gave in ſuch a reply as the ſhortneſs of the 
time, and the hurry of ſettling my affairs, would 
allow. This I find was not tranſmitted home, tho? 
it appeared to me a material paper in ſuch a cauſe, 
and might eaſily have been tranſcribed in one day. 
I acquainted ſeveral of the Directors, as ſoon as I 
arrived, that I had a copy of that paper, and was 
ready. to lay it before the board ; which I have 

not been hitherto deſired to do. | 
It would appear, - that after conſidering my an- 
ſwer, it was thought the evidence did not come up 
tu what was to be wiſhed, and that it might be 
proper to obtain (if poſſible) ſomething further, 
which might ſerve at leaſt to aſperſe, if it ſerved 
no other purpoſe. The - moſt proper perſon to be 
applied to upon ſuch occaſion was Mahomed Reza 
Cawn, who had been ſufficiently intimidated, and 
afterwards ſufficiently rewarded to accommodate 
himſelf to what was defired of him. It was true 
that he had already declared upon oath all he knew 
of the matter, and that oath had been publickly 
communicated to-the council, and muſt now ſtand 
part of the proceedings; but till a. proper decla- 
ration from Mahomed Reza Cawn, containing new 
inſinuations, might have its weight in the ſcale, or 
at leaſt if it did no good it could do no harm.— 
This, it is believed, will not appear found reaſon- 
ing; for a poſterior declaration by the fame perſon, 
contradictory to a former evidence upon oath, will 


always turn ſtrongly both againſt the witneſs, and 
againſt thoſe who obtain it. 


Mahomed 
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| Mahomed Reza Cawn, on the 23d of June, re. 
tuned the following anſwer to a letter wrote to 


him by Lord Clive. The letter from that Right 
Honourable Perſon to him, I never ſaw, and there- 


fore can only judge of it from the anſwer :_< 1 


« have had. the honour to receive your letter, 
% wherein you write, that the account I gave of 


e the money received by the gentlemen from the 


% Nabob and me has been laid before the council 
« that now all the gentlemen ſay, that the N abob 
* made them preſents of his own free will; that 
te you are informed by Mr. Senior, in a letter he 
& has written you in anſwer, that the money, viz. 
« 137,500 rupees for Mr. Johnſtone, 112,500 for 
„ Mr. Middleton, 112,500 for Mr. Leyceſter, and 
« 112,500 for Mr. Senior, was diſtributed by me, 
and that you therefore deſire I will immediately 
% acquaint you whether the diſtribution of the 
& money was made by the Nabob of his own free 
de will, or by me, or by the direfion of any other 
9 perſons.” 5 

I muſt here remark, that if this is a fair tran- 
ſcript of his Lordſhip's letter, nothing could be 
more unbecoming ; for it is abſolutely falſe that 
Mr: Senior's anſwer did ſay, that the diſtribution 
was made by Mahomed Reza Cawn ; he ſaid no 


more than what every one of the depuries have 


ſaid, that Mahomed Reza Caun brought to them 
the paper under the Nabe 's hand, "mentioning 
this diſtribution z but by whu:u it was made, whe: 
ther by the Nabob, or by his miniſter, none of 
them ever knew, except from his information, that 
it was done by the Nabob—Mahomed Reza Cawn 
had himſelf upon oath declared, with reſpect to 
that matter, that he repreſented the affair of the 
preſents to the Nabob—That the Nabob deſired 

him 
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him to make out a liſt, and bring it to him That 
he told the Nabob, Your Excellency is the maſter, 
« yourſelf determine upon whatſoever may be your 
« pleaſure— That accbrdingly an account of the 
« preſents for the.gentlemen was made out before 
« the Nebob's face.” Nothing therefore could be 
more 1mproper, after ſuch a declaration upon oath, 
than by a leading quettion plainly to deſire he 
might impute the diſtribution to any other perſon. 
Mahomed Reza Cawn perfectly underſtood this 
hint, and what perſon it was his Lordſhip wiſhed 
do have accuſed, he was not wanting upon his Part. 
His letter goes on thus: „ Sir, I have already 


fully repreſented, and do now again repreſent 


n this ſubject, what is the real ſtate of the caſe. 
« There is one paper to which his Excellency has 
« jet his hand and ſeal for 475,000 rupees; which 
„ {um was given by his Excellency agreeable to 
my repreſentations, and my repreſentations were 
« in conſequence of Mr. Johnſtone's deſire, who 
« ſent me a meſſage by Mootyram that the gen- 
« tlemen wanted ſome mo ney, and that I ſhould 
e procure them ſome from the Nabob. As I per- 
* ceived that in caſe of my not repreſenting this 
« matter to the Nabob, the gentlemen would 
« have been offended with me, I was therefore 
** obliged to do it; I was for ſome days treating 
« with Mootyram on this ſubject. Mr. Johnſtone 
at firſt deſired a very large ſum; but after a 
great deal of debate the Nabob cave under his 
hand and ſeal one note for 475,000 rupees, and 
other two notes for 100,000 rupees for Mr. 
«© Johnſtone, and £0,000 for his brother; the 
* whole amounting to 625,000 rupees for Mr. 
“ Johnſtone, Mr. "Senior, Mr. Middleton, Mr. 
* Leyceſter, and Mr. Johnſtone's brother. When 

1H «© this 


e 


this fum was fixed, I ſhewed the notes to Mr, 


judge ; I did nothing but obey the orders of 


that I muſt do whatſoever was their pleaſure. 


other gentlemen from myſelf alſo. J ſent a 
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Johnſtone. At that time no diſtribution of the 
money had been ſettled, but it was afterwards 
ſettled in his Excellency's preſence, agreeable to 
Mr. Johnſtone's directions concerning it. 1 gave 
all the three notes into his Excellency's hand, and 
likewiſe acquainted him, that it was Mr. John. 
ſtone's pleaſure that the 100,000 rupees for him- 
ſelf, and 50,000 for his brother, ſhould be paid 
ſecretly from all the other gentlemen. — The note 
for 475,000 rupees his Excellency delivered 
with his own hand in preſence of al} the four 
gentlemen to Mr. Johnſtone, who at firft refuſed 
it, but at laſt received it out of his Excellency's 
hand, and laid, What ſhall the gentlemen do 
with a bare note? His Excellency delivered the 
note to me, and told me, Do you pay all this 
money. I accordingly did ſo, agreeably to his 
Excellency's orders. — With regard to the gen- 
tlemens affertion, that the Nabob gave the money 
of his own free will; in ſuch caſe, Why did he 
complain to you, Sir, that I had taken away the 
money belonging to his houſe, and diftributed 
it amongſt the gentlemen ? Do you yourſelf 


both ſides. My repreſentations to his Excel- 
lency were in conſequence of the gentlemens 
orders, and his Excellency himſelf allo told me, 


„With regard to the notes I gave from myſelf, 
the amount thereof is 47 5,000 rupees ; Mooty- 
ram came to me and told me, that I ought to 
make ſome preſent to Mr. Johnſtone and the 


meſſage in anſwer ſuitable to my circumſtances; 


but Mootyram returned, and acquainted me that 
« the 


* 

the gentlemen were not ſatisfied, but were ever 
* offended with me—Agreeable to their pleaſure 
therefore I gave a note for 475, ooo rupees, one 
« for 400,000, to be divided equally between 
«© Mefirs, Johnſtone, Senior, Middleton, and Ley- 
ceſter, and one (which the other gentlemen knew 
nothing of) for 75,000 rupees, 50,000 for Mr. 
* Johnſtone, and 23, ooo for his brother: of the 
* above ſum 225,000 rupees have been paid, 
* 175,000 by five bills, which you have ſeen, and 
* 50,000 in ready money to Mr. Senior, and there 
eis a balance due of 250,000 rupees, 100,000 to 
* Mr. Middleton, 50,000 to Mr. Semor, 50,000 
* to Mr. Johnſtone, and 50,000 to Mr. Leyceſter. 
* I formerly ſhewed you copies of the Nabob's 
* three notes, and now alſo tranſmit you copies 
* incloſed. My two notes Mootyram received 
from me, and carried to Mr. Johnſtone, in whoſe 
* hands I imagine they now are ; you will demand 
them from him, and peruſe them. What I for- 
* merly repreſented, and now again repreſent, de- 
* viates not a hair's breadth from the truth. I 
*-then acquainted you fully with the particulars, 
and now TI relate the ſubſtance to you. This 
* matter I have already written to the com- 
** mittee.” 

It is unneceſſary I imagine to enter into any 
refutation of a declaration thus ſuggeſted, and thus 
procured, and fo contradictory to the former ac- 
count given by the ſame perſon upon oath; the 
tendency of it is chiefly to fix an imputation upon 
me, as if every thing had been done by me, and 
that J had ſettled the diſtribution of the money, 
tho? he had declared upon oath that it was done 
by the Nabob—1 aver that (fo far as I know) it 
was the Nabob himſelf who determined t ws diftri- 
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| bution, and that it is abſolutely falſe that I at firſt 

emanded a large ſum, or that I at any time made 
a demand for any ſum at all. If this had been true, 
could it have been omitted to be mentioned in his. 
firſt examination, taken in the manner and by the 
perſons it was? 

But the imputation chiefly pointed at me is, the 
aſſertion that he told the Nabob, that it was my. 
pleaſure that the 100,000 for mylelf, and the 50,co00 
tor my brother, ſhould be paid ſecretly from all the 
other gentlemen. It is a little unlucky for this aſ- 
ſertion, that the Nabob, in preſence of Mr, Mid- 
dleton and Mr. Senior, in the publick place of 
audience, and in preſence of ſeveral by-ſtanders, 
preſſed me to accept the additional lack for a con- 
fiderable time, and that it was in conſequence of their 

robation at that time, after conſulting with them, 
that I did at laſt accept the offer. The abſurdity | 
of the aſſertion that I meant after this to receive it 
ſecretly, can only ſerve to expoſe the authors of ſuch 
a calumny. 

The aſſertion that Mahamud Reza Cawn, beſides 
the bills for a lack, intended for me go, ooo rupees 
more, which the other gentlemen of the depuration 
knew nothing of, has, as far as I know, as little foun- 
dation in truth as the other. It may be very true 
that the other gentleman knew nothing of it; as I 
can declare I never. aſked tor, ſaw, or heard of ſuch 
a note being given, as he ſays he gave to Mooty- 
ram; .of which however, Mootyram, if I underſtand 
his evidence aright, ſays nothing. If Mahamud 
Reza Cawn really intended this, he concealed it 
from me, as well as, he ſays, he did from the other 
deputies. A Jack was all I expected; and as I was 
returning to my chiefship, he granted to Mootyram 


bills ior the one half on Hughty, the reſt on Burdwan. 
But 
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But if a promiſe for me of more had been extort- 
ed from him, as the committee would have it be- 
lieved, it will appear difficult to conceive why he 
ſhould not of himſelf have made it known to the 
reſt of the gentlemen. 

Suppoſing, however, that Mahamud Reza Cawn 
had really intended for me that additional ſum, could 
ſuch a diſtribution be conſidered either as extraordi- 
nary, or unprecedented ? Did the Nabob Jaffier Ali 
Cawn intend or give no more to Lieutenant-colonel 
Clive than barely the ſum of 280,000 rupees, as, 
his equal ſhare with Governor Drake, of the preſent 
of 23 lacks to the ſecret committee, and three lacks, 
as his proportion of 4 as commander in chief of 
the donation of 25 Jacks given to the army? That 
the additional preſent he received at the ſame time, 
over and above theſe two other ſhares, was reckoned , 
at 25 lack, above 300,000. ſterling; and it is well 
known to be the generat and eftabliſhed practice 
among the people of that country to make ſuch 
diſtinctions. 

But after all, from the whole of his contradictory 
letter, the Nabob's preſent appears to have been 
voluntary; for in the letter he admits that when the 
Nabob delivered the note to me, it was at firſt re- 
fuſed, and only at laſt accepted. And with reſpect 
to Mahamud Reza Cawn's own preſent, his refuſe- 
ing ſo often to take back the bills when offered to 
him, is a demonſtration which muſt outweigh all 
poſiible evidence to the contrary, that the preſents . 
were given of his own free will, and were an ac- 
knowledgment, which by the cuſtom of the country 
he thought indiſpenſably proper. 

The gentlemen of the ſclect committee received 
this letter with great PN and were ſo unguard- 
ed as to diſcover, by their publick conſultation, how 
very 
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very happy it made them. This minute is of ſo 
culiar a complexion, that I in my turn cannot deny 
myſelf the ſatisfaction of inſerting it verbatim, 
Fort William, July 4th, 1765. At a ſelect 
committee, preſent W. B. Sumner, Harry Ve- 
* relſt, Francis Sykes, eſqrs. The right honourable 
* the Preſident having tranſmitted to us a letter un- 


der date the 23d ult, which he received from Ma- 

hamud Reza Cawn, the ſame was attentively pe- 

* ruled by the committee, who unanimouſly agree, 

„That Mahamud Reza Cawn has in his letter 
« related facts with great candour and preciſion, con- 
$6 firming i in the ſtrongeſt manner the ſeveral par- 
s ticulars ſer forth in his former evidence. 

That he poſitively, aſſerts and with ihe zreateſt 
te appearance of truth, that neither the preſents from 
*© the Nabob nor from himſelf were voluntary, but 
« granted after ſome altercations and tedious nego- 
0 05 with Mootyram, who acted in the name 
** and on the part of the gentlemen of the deputa- 
© ration. 

That Mr. Johnſtone at firſt defired a very 
* Jarge ſum; but after a great deal of debate and 
++ many conferences, Mootyram conſented to accept 
* 625,000 rupecs from the Nabob, and 475,000 
1 rupees from Mahamud Reza Cawn ; of which 
* ſums the whole has been paid by the Nabob, and 
* 225,000, by Mahamud Reza Cawn, in money 
* and. bills. 

That over and above 137, ooo rupees, which 
„ Mr. Johnſtone obtained from the Nabob, as a 
joint member and ſenior ſervant on the deputa- 
* tion, the ſame gentleman likewiſe ſtipulated that 
*+ 100,000 rupees for himſelf, and go, ooo rupees 
for his brother, ſhould be paid ſecretly from all 
the other gentlemen. 


That 
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0 That beſides the above ſums clandeſtinely ob- 
c tained from the Nabob, Mr. Johnſtone, as prin- 
„ cipal agent and manager, thought proper, with- 
* cut the conſent or knowledge ot his collegues, 
e likewiſe to appropriate 50,000 rupees for him- 
« ſelf, and 25,000 to his brother, out of the mo- 
« ney granted by Mahamud Reza Cawn, over and 
« above his allowed proportion as a member of the 
% depuration. 
And laſtly the committee agree, | 
That Mahamud Reza Cawn's letter be entered 
* inthe face of their proceedings, as undenĩable teſ- 
e timony to all whom it may concern, of the ne- 
« ceſſity of their enquiry, the impartiality of their 
* proceeding, and the great lenity of their reſolu- 
* tion in ſubmitting final judgment to the court 
* of directors, notwithſtanding their conduct has 
« been bitterly cenſured, their power arraigned, 
their characters aſperſed, and their authority ſuf- 


& ficient c enable them to proceed, and juſtify 


*© them in proceeding, to the laſt extremity.” 
This requires no reflections from me, after the 
contradictions I have pointed out in their evidences 
upon oath, and the violent meaſures uſed with thoſe 
evidences, independent of the characters of the peo» 
ple of | thoſe countries, who are eaſily influenced. 
I ſhould not be ſurprized it they found witneſſes to 
declare that the deputies and the former council 
had received ſums of money equal to half the pro- 
perty of Indoſtan. Their plan in all theſe proceed- 
ings is clearly diſcovered, of throwing reproach 
upon the conduct of the former council, to give ap- 
pearances of their own integrity, and to cover their 
after proceedings, which they hope may by this 
means eſcape ſuſpicion. It is true that the great 
powers they poſſeſs, 10ined with their influence at 
home, 
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home, makes it next to impoſſible to bring to light 
any kind of iniquity that may be committed; be- 
ſides, the ſelect committee, entirely under the in- 
fluence of Lord Clive, almoſt as ſoon as they were 
eſtabliſned, threw the whole power into his hands; 
for by the minutes of their conſultation, which were 
read to the council, but which they were not per- 
mitted to peruſe, they ſet forth, if I rightly re- 
member, That on account of the frequent attempts 
which had been made to corrupt the members. of 


the committee, by great offers, they therefore judged 


it proper to transfer the whole intercourle with the 
people of the country to Lord Clive alone. By 
this extraordinary ſurrender made by the commit- 
tee, contrary to the maniteſt intention and end of 
their eſtabliſhment, a power was thrown into Lord 
Clive's hands, by which every tranſaction, as to 
money matters, may be kept ſecret z ſo that it will 
depend entirely upon Lord Clive's indifference for 
money, whether he gets, or does not gt, a million 
ſterling by his proceedings in India; and that too 
for executing what any clerk of the company could 
have done, upon an order from the directors, 

By means of ſuch power in India, any evidence, 
however falſe, may moſt eaſily be obtained; the hope 
of his favour, or the fear of his diſlike, are motives 
ſufficient ; a hint from the meaneſt of his depen- 
dants, without more, may procure evidence of any 
fact whatever, An inquiry carried on in ſuch a 
manner, ſupported by the power of government, is 
always conſidered by them as proceeding from a fix'd 
deſign to ruin, and the evidences readily adapt 
themſelves immediately to the views of the moſt 


powerful. 


Ihe abſolute and uncontroulable power of Lord 


Clive was in the cleareſt manner pointed out to the 
inha- 
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inhabitants of that country, not only by his treat- 
ment of the gentlemen of the council, of Mahamud 
Reza Cawn, Nuncommar, Juggat Chund, Moo- 
tyram, Buſſuntroy, and the Rajah of Burdwan, but 
alſo by his contemptuous treatment of the Nabob 


himſelf, in ſeizing his particular favourite and com- 


mander in chief of his infantry, Kaim Beg, who was 
ſent down under a guard to Calcutta, and confin'd 
ignominiouſly in the fort (I believe in the black-hole) 
for near three months, and at Jaſt when releaſed, 
without ever being brought to trial, he was ſtill ar- 
bitrarily ordered to remain at Calcutta, at a diſ- 
tance from his friend and his maſter. 

I cannot help taking notice of another proceed- 
ing, which will ſhew the ſpirit that dictated the mea- 
ſures which were taken againſt me. The manage- 
ment of the Burdwan province had been always con- 
ſidered as reflecting honour upon me; it ſeemed 


therefore material, if poſſible, to find out ſome 


ground of complaint in that quarter, 

Beſides what I have mentioned with reſpect to 
the treatment of the Rajah, a few days after Lord 
Clive's arrival it was publickly reported at Burd- 
wan, that all who had any thing to object againſt 
me, would meet with a favourable reception: in 
conſequence of which, Goculmozemdar and Rada- 


cuntnague, men whoſe unbounded power over the 


Rajah, and the whole province, had been dimi- 
niſhed by my reſidence, ſet out for Culcutta with 
deligns, as the Rajah informed me by letter, to do 
every miſchief in their power, 

No accuſation has however yet appeared againſt 
me, but that theſe people had merited favour from 
the ſelect committee appeared probable, by the ho- 
nours which were ſoon after conterred upon them, 
little inferior to thoſe conferred on the Rajah him elf. 
] 


1 
1 
| 

| 
1 
| 


| 
| 
| 


— — 1 Q — —_— e , — 
— 


. 
It was alſo currently reported at Burdwan, that 1 
would never be allowed to return to that ſettlement, 
of which I had accounts by ſeveral letters; all thoſe 
who had been reſtrained: from frauds and abuſes, 
during. my refidence, thought this an opportunity 
to be embraced, for relieving themſelves of ſuch a 
check, and thoſe whom my examination into the 
extent of the Bazezimmeen lands, had alarmed, were 
ready to give every aid to my prejudice. Theſe 
proceedings gave me no alarm, conſcious as I was 
that I had acted beyond reproach, 
As ſoon as I had reſigned the ſervice, Mr. Ve- 
relſt was ſent to Burdwan to examine into every par- 
ticular of my adminiſtration, and Mr. Sykes ſoon 


after followed to aſſiſt in this ſervice, but ſtayed 


only a few days. Mr. Verelſt was ſurrounded by 
all thoſe whom 1 had reſtrained from embezzling 
the publick money ; upon his firſt arrival, as I am 
credibly informed, he took obligations from all the 
Rajah's collectors, that they would diſcover whe- 
ther they had ar any time given money to me. In 
ſix weeks he thought himlelf qualified to give an 
57 concerning my management of the affairs 
of this extenſive province, and wrote a long letter to 
the ſclect committee, with a view to throw out ob- 
jections againſt the plans, which by the direction 
of the board I had purſued, This letter was not 
communicated to me till the 2 2d of September, 
three days before the ſhip was appointed to ſail; in 
my reply I took notice of ſome ot the moſt material 
circumſtances, and ſhewed how exceedingly errone- 
ous the obſervations were, I have fince conſidered 
the letter with more attention, and have no doubt 
that I can, to the ſatisfaction of every impartial per- 
ſon, refute the remarks which Mr. Verelſt has been 
pleaſed to make. | 


] 
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I cannot help alſo taking notice that Mahamud 
Reza Cawn, as ſoon as he returned to Muxadavad, 
put under con fine ment and guards, many perſons who 
were ſuppoſed to have had connections formerly 


with Meſſ. Middleton, Gray, or myſelf, to oblige 
them to lay accuſations againſt us: and as late as 
the end of September, a gomaſtah of Mr. Gray's 
was ſeized and confined by an order from Lord 
Clive, without any crime or offence declared, againſt 
which Mr. Gray remonſtrated, and offered bail for 
his appearance, but without effect. 5 | 


The merchandize too, for which I had paid the 


full price ſix months before, was arreſted and ſtopt 
in the diſtrict of Suja Moota, where Mirza Caſim, 
the vaqueel of Mahamud Reza Cawn, was collector, 
without any cauſe aſſigned; and notwithſtanding 
my repeated complaints of this outrage to Lord 
Clive, who alone could give redreſs, the arreſt ſtill 
continued when I came away. ' | 

I ſhall here beg to be indulged in a few obſer- 
yations on the treaty concluded by Lord Clive, 
which his partizans have ſo much affected to extol. 
The terms have not yet been publicly declared ; 
but, ſo far as I have been informed, it conſiſts, in 
ſtripping the Nabob, the ſon of his benefactor 
Meer Jaffier, of all the revenue reſerved to him by 
the preceding treaty, except eighteen lacks yearly, 
as a ſort of penſion; and in reſtoring to our former 
enemy Suja Doula all his dominions, except a mall 
part reſerved to the King, yielding about ſeventeen 
or twenty lacks yearly. To the King is further to 
de paid, out of the Bengal revenues, twenty-ſix 

| lacks and a half yearly. 

[ believe it is pretty certain, that Major Monro 
could have concluded a peace with Suja Doula upon 
| 23 good, perhaps on better terms, before he * 
12 the 
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the command, and before our late ſucceſſes againſt 
him. What alone broke off the treaty at that time 
was, the condition we inſiſted upon, of his deliver- 
ing up Sumroo, the aſſaſſin of ſeventy-two Engliſh 
gentlemen, and Coſſim Alli Cawn, by whoſe order 
that maſſacre was committed. This condition, ſo 
eſſential to juſtice and national honour, is intirely 
departed from in the new treaty made by Lord 
Clive. I 2 

The whole territory of Suja Doula, at the time 
of the treaty, was reduced under our power, and he 
had ſurrendered himſelf to the commander of our 
troops: but though he was himſelf in our power, his 
treaſure was not: for, before he loſt his dominions, 
he was fortunate enough to ſecure moſt of it.— The 
Company had agreed by a ſolemn treaty, to put the 
King in poſſeſſion of Suja Doula's dominions: by 
this they would have ſecured to themſelves a power- 
ful barrier againſt all their enemies to the north, 
and would have ſecured the faithful alliance of the 
King, by the ſums payable to him out of Bengal, 
which, by the Company's aſſiſtance, might have been 
regularly paid. By the new treaty the King, who 
had indeed no trealure, is reduced to the poſſeſſion 
of a ſmall territory, and Suja Doula, a warlike prince, 
over whom we have no hold, is ſtrengthened with 
power: and as we have engaged ourſelves by treaty 
to ſupport the King, and to guarantee his preſent 
poſſeſſions, which he cannot defend without us, and 
have alſo made an alliance offenfive and defenſive with 
Suja Doula, a door is left open for new and diſtant 
military expeditions, which may one day end in the 
ruin of the Company. At the ſame time all future 
truſt or dependance on our treaties and public faith, 
once lo facred, is thereby utterly loſt, 


If 
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If we had ſtill retained Banaras and Gazepoor, 
the Zemmindary of Bulwuntſing, either as a con- 
queſt, or by virtue of the Sunnud granted by the 
King, which gave it in perpetuity to the Company, 


this would have been a natural, contiguous, and 


ſtrong barrier, yielding a revenue of twenty lacks. 
At preſent we have not, by giving up theſe pro- 
vinces and Chinagur fort, obviated or leſſened 
the difficulties and inconveniences of ſuch diſtant 
connections: on the contrary, we [till keep an army 
at Illiabad, for the ſafeguard of the King, and to 
protect him from any evil deſigns of Suja Doula, 
whoſe dominions ſurround him, and whoſe reſent- 
ment he has reaſon to expect, We have at the 
ſame time put Suja Doula in poſſeſſion of all the 
intermediate country and forts, betwixt Bengal and 
Illiabad, which in caſe he ever breaks with us, or 
attempts any thing againſt the King, muſt give hi 
the greateſt advantages. | 
But to reſume the narrative of my own particu- 
lar affairs. After the above expoſition of facts it 
will require little argument to ſhew that no preſents 
were ever received in India upon a more honourable 
footing, or that ought leſs to have ſhocked the pub- 
lic zeal of Lord Clive, or the Select Committee at 
Calcutta, Every article of a treaty moſt advanta- 
geous for the Company was carried into execution 
by the deputies without relaxation or abatement, 
and the Nabob thereby was put in ſuch a ſituation, 
that without violence it was in the power of the 
Company at any time to make what further terms 
with him they thought proper. There was then at 
Calcutta betwixt twenty and thirty lacks in the Na- 
bob's treaſury, no debt due-to the Company, no 


arrears due to the army, and whatever was due to 


private perſons for loſſcs, upon the point of being 
paid. 
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paid. Every article of the (treaty has been ſince 
approved of by Lord Clive, and carried by him 
into further execution. The prime wiaiſter choſen 
by the Council has not only been approved by Lord 
Clive, but inveſted with ſtill, greater powers. In 
ſuch a. ſituation, what can. be, objected, againſt, theſe 
preſents ? 

It is ſaid, that the c covenants had arrived before 
tlie death of Meer Jaffier; that theſe covenants 
ought to have been immediately ſigned, which 
would have effectually prevented the receiving the 
preſents; and that therefore the gentlemen ought 
to be in no better caſe than if they had ſigned 
the covenants. _ 

I andwer, that the covenants do not abſolutely. pro- 
hibit the accepting of preſents in all caſes ; but only 
require the conſent of the Directors to ſuch preſents, 
The intention of which plainly was, to introduce 
a check which did not before exiſt ; that the Direc- 
tors of the Company, and ſtill more the whole Pro- 
prierors, ſhould have a power of enquiring into the 
motives for which ſuch Preſents were given and re- 
ceived : and when theſe motives ſhould appear to 
have been perfectly conſiſtent with fair and honour- 
able conduct with reſpe& to the Company's affairs, 
it was not to be ſuppoſed, that the Directors or the 
Proprietors would obſtruct their ſervants from accept- 
ing preſents agreeable to the univerſal practice of the 
country, or ſeize upon ſuch preſents, and appropriate 
them to themſelves, when they were truly given 
merely as preſents, and by which the Company loſt 
nothing, tho' individuals were benefited. 

The preſents in queſtion can be fairly ſupported 
upon this footing, that they were ſuch as the Direct- 
vrs and the Proprietors ought themiclves to approve 
and 
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42 
and confirm, even if the gentlemen had actually 
ſigned the covenants before they received them. 

It is true, the covenants had arrived before the 
death of Meer Jaffier, who was not at- that time 
thought to be in any danger of dying. I was not 
at- che council when they arrived, nor at any time 
alter till 1 was called down. to aſſiſt their delibera- 


tions upon the event of the Nabob's death. The 


covenants never were offered to me; and J certainly 
could not be bound by covenants which I not only 


did not ſign, but never was even required to ſign. 


[ have heard from the gentlemen of the gouncil, 
that their reaſon for not ſigning the covenants was, 
That the regulation appeared to them ſo new and 
extraordinary, and ſeemed liable to ſo many objec- 
tions, that they did propoſe to ſend home a remon- 
{trance againſt it, ſetting forth their reaſons for 
judging the regulation inexpedient and improper. 

It is to be conſidered, that the allowance made by 
the Company to their ſervants abroad is fo very in- 
conſiderable, that it is hardly ſufficient to pay even 
the rent of a houſe fit to live in, the allowance of a 
of a factor 
140], of a writer, as lately increaſed, 130 l. 
But the rent of a very indifferent houſe in Calcutta 
is 200 l. It is certain therefore that no perſon 
of character would be found to engage in the 
company's ſervice upon the footing of that al- 
lowance, unleſs they had the proſpect of acquiring 
a fortune by other means not inconſiſtent with the 
Company's intereſt. The allowing them a mono- 
poly in the inland trade is liable to many objections, 


| elpecially now that the country is in effect the tetri- 
| tory of the Company; and therefore every mono- 
poly, as prejudicial to the inhabitants, ought to be 
| prevented, But the allowing preſents to be received, 
accord - 
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according, to the cuſtom of the country, does not 
appear expoſed to the fame objections. It had been 
ſanctified by long cuſtom, and all regulations which 
introduce great and violent changes are dangerous, 
and for the moſt part impolitic. It is pro- 
bable that the effect of this regulation will be, that 
every man of honourable principles will withdraw 
, himſelf from the ſervice of the Company; that the 
Company's affairs in India will fall into the hands of 
perſons of the worſt characters, who will have no 
ſeruple to enrich themſelves not only by diſhonour- 
able bribes in place of fair and avowed preſents, but 
by every fraud and by every abuſe. 

The chief motives which induced the Company 
to propoſe theſe covenants was, a diſlike of the 
manner in which Lord Clive obtained his Jaghire, 
when he had the ſword in his own hand, and was 
afting as a military officer, and at a time too when 
he might and ought to have obtained a grant of that 
Jaghire to the Company ; and ſecondly the dread the 
Proprietors ſeemed to feel, that the allowing preſents 
might be a motive to the Company's ſervants to 
make revolutions in the government merely with a 
view to enrich themſelves. Bur none of theſe rea- 
ſons apply to the preſent: caſe. Was not every mea- 
ſure taken by the Council upon the death of Meer 
Jaffier highly proper and expedient? Could the 
money ariſing from theſe preſents have been juſtly 
demanded for the Company ? Why then ſhould it 
be thought improper that the ſervants of the Com- 
pany, who had rejected offers of greater preſents at 
that very time, ſhould profit, without loſs to the 
Company, by the bounty of an Indian prince, act- 
ing agreeably to his dignity, and to the eſtabliſhed 
practice of his nation in all ages ? 
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It has ever been the practice of the Council at 
Calcutta to remonſtrate againſt new regulations, when 
they thought them inexpedient; and without ſuch a 
power many miſchiefs might happen: for it is often 
the caſe that regulations which ſeem very proper 
here, are found improper when the reaſons againſt 
them, ſuggeſted by thoſe upon the ſpot, have been 
heard and conſidered. Inſtances of this can eaſily be 
mentioned. When the Directors ſent out orders to 
India for eſtabliſning a rotation of preſidents of the 
board at Calcutta, the Council diſapproved of the 
regulation: they deſired Lord Clive to accept of be- 
ing ſole preſident, without a rotation: they repre- 
ſented to the Directors their reaſons for diſapproving 
and diſobeying the orders; and upon theſe repre- 
ſentations the meaſure was dropt. The caſe of the 
orders reſpecting the double Batta, the orders re- 
ſpecting the allowing the Privilege of the Duſtuc 
to free merchants, and the orders reſpecting the 
inland trade, are all examples of the ſame kind. * 
Beſides, the Council had occafion to obſerve, 
that from the time that conteſts had ariſen amongſt 
the Proprietors at home, the orders from the Court 
of Directors had been ſo fluctuating, that it was of- 
ten difficult for them to collect the ſentiments which 
were to regulate their conduct abroad. They had 
been-informed, that the covenants were rather the 
effect of party than the cool ſentiments of the Body 
of Proprietors; and that it was probable parties 
would unite in aboliſhing” covenants, that could 
only injure individuals, and do the Company no 

ſervice, - | A Jo 
The Council had, in obedience to an order from 
home, which arrived in ſpring 1764, regulated the 
inland trade in ſuch a manner as to injure very ma- 
terially the private fortunes of many individuals, _— 
| they 
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they received advice by the ſame ſhips which IR 
the covenants, that at the very time they were em- 
ployed in injuring themſelves by obeying. that or- 
der, the order itſelf was repealed, and full powers.ſent 
out to the Council to form a proper and equitable 
plan for regulating that trade, to be tranſmitted 
home. for the approbation of the Directors; the 
Council had certainly equal reaſon to expect that 
the order concerning the covenants, which 2 
to them ſo peculiarly improper and impolitic, might 
before has bn , or that it would be 
repealed when the reaſons againſt it were tranſ- 
mitted home. 
Theſe were the reaſons, as I am © ET why 
the Council did not immediately obey the orders of 
the Directors in figning the covenants. The words 
of the letter from the Directors relating to theſe 
covenants, dated 1ſt June 1764, did not limit any 
particular time for ſigning them, and ſurely did not 
exclude every the moſt minute degree of delay. 
It is to be obſerved too, that this regulation regar· 
3 ding the covenants, was not of that kind, upon the im- 
mediateexecution of which the exiſtence of the Com- 
pany in any meaſure depended, or which, on that ac- 
count, admitted of no delay. The purpoſe of the re- 
gulation was to guard againſt diſtant inconveniencies, 
and to eftabliſh a rule which was meant to ſubſiſt 
for ages. The . preciſe period of commencing re- 
- gulationsof this kind is immaterial, and a moderate 
delay is of no bad conſequence, nor is inconſiſtent 
with the general plan of the regulation. Accord- 
ingly it appears, that it was neither meant nor ex- 
pected by the Directors, that the order ſhould be 
obeyed with a critical exactneſs of weeks, days, or 
hours, which is proved by this, That a few copies 
only of the covenants were ſent out by each ** 
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and theſe ſhips failed at different times; but in no 
one ſhip any thing like the number requiſite for the 
members of the ſeitlement were ſent out; and ac- 
cordingly, notwithſtanding the great zeal of Lord 
Clive, the covenants were not ſigned by a great 
part of the ſervants for ſome months after his ar- 


It is to be conſidered too, that thoſe gentlemen 
who had engaged and continued in the Company's 


ſervice, upon the faith that they were to enjoy the 


benefit of every fair and avowed practice of the 
country, by which they might acquire a fortune, 
and who had fo lately been ſtripped of every thing, 
were intitled to ſome indulgence with reſpect to the 
commencement of ſuch a tion as this, and 
{ſtand upon a very different footing from thoſe who 
engage in the ſervice, knowing that ſuch a regulation 
is already eſtabliſhed. | 

Suppoſe the regulation with regard to prizes 
taken by ſhips of war ſhould be thought improper, 
and that it was reſolved to alter it during a war, it 
3s believed, that a very conſiderable indulgence 
would be given in fixing the period at which ſuck a 
regulation ſhould commence ; becauſe otherways a a 
ſpecies of injuſtice would be done to thoſe who had 
engaged in the ſervice upon the faith of the regula- 
tion as it formerly ſtood. 

The arrival of Lord Clive, inveſted with deſpo- 
tic powers by means of the ſelect committee, put 
an end to all poſſibility of remonſtrating to the Dj- 
rectors againſt the regulation. He immediately re- 
quired that all perſons ſhould ſign the covenants, 
which, he had himſelf ſigned before leaving England, 
for ſubſtantial reaſons; having {cured his Jaghire, 
and the immenſe preſents he had before received; 
and, by his influence in the direction, being perfectly 

. ſecure 
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ſecure that his future preſents, ſo far as he ſhould 
think proper to make them publick, would be ap» 

Kane "4 The gentlemen of the Council ſaw no 
— but that of being immediately diſmiſſed 
the ſervice if they did not fign. Every one, ac- 
quainted with the affairs of India, knows, that the 
ſudden diſmiſſion of any perſon from the ſervice 
goes near to ruin his fortune, unleſs it be very con- 
ſiderable. All his money and merchandize, diſ- 
perſed throughout the country, and left at the mercy 
of thoſe whom fear only conſtrains to any degree of 
fairneſs in their tranſactions, inſomuch that a per- 
ſon worth 50, oeo J. may not be able, upon ſuch 
an event, to recover one half. In this ſituation it 
is not ſurprizing that every member of the Council 
did ſign the covenants, eſpecially as the covenants 
had no retroſpect, and Lord Clive declared in Coun- 
eil that he underſtood them to have none. 

The treatment ] received ſoon after from Lord 
Clive and the ſelect committee, obliged me to re- 
ſign the fervice ; fo that I have been made to ſuffer 
every lois with reſpect to my property which I 
| ſhould have been expoſed to had I refuſed. to fign, 
and had been thereupon diſmiſſed the ſervice, 

Whether this Joſs ought not to appear ſufficient to 
ſatiate a reſentment which ſeems to aim at nothing 
leſs than the deſtruction of thoſe whoſe ſervices have 
merited other treatment from the Company, I muſt 
leave to the candid to determine ? 

In point of law, I am adviſed, that theſe cove- 
nants afford no foundation for an Son againſt me, 
on account of thele preſents, which I reccived before 
ſigning them. A covenant can only bind thoſe 
who ſign it; and no covenant can have a retroſpect, 
unleſs it be ſo declared in the body of the deed, 
which is not the preſent caſe, But Cakes clearly 

I am 


Viſg | 
J am ſafe in point of law, yet a law ſuit with a pub- 


lick company, concerning ſo conſiderable a part of 
my property, is highly diſagreeable, L- may even 


ſay oppreſſive z and therefore, I hope, from the juſ- 
tice and candour of the proprietors, to be relieved- 


from this ſituation, 


cutta laid their objection againſt the preſents, at firſt, 


entirely upon the footing of their being received af- 


ter the covenants had arrived: but it would ſeem 


they had a diffidence of this argument, ſince they 


employed every PE to diſcover ſome other 
objection againſt them. With this view, and that 


of fixing ſome imputation upon me and the former 


Council, the examinations were taken in the illegal 
and violent manner already ſet forth, in order, if 
poſſible, to make it appear, that theſe preſents had 
been forcibly extorted from the Nabob. But taking 
that evidence as it ſtands, it amounts to no ſort of 
proof of any force whatſoever uſed ; and it is diſ- 
proved by the moſt irreſiſtible evidence, ariſing from 
the whole circumſtances of the tranſaction. That 
it had been always the practice to give preſents upon 


ſuch occaſions, muſt be admitted by every one. If 


ſo, the ſtrongeſt preſumption ſurely ariſes, that, in 
this caſe alſo, they were given freely, and without 
conſtraint. © The Nabob never complained againſt 
the deputies, as having uſed any force, or threats, 
or compulſion. He complained againſt his mini- 
ſter, whom he wanted to have removed, in order 
that his favourite Nuncommar might be reſtored to 
him, His accuſation againſt his miniſter was,” That 
he had given away his treaſure, without his conſent, 
and without his knowlege. The miniſter diſproved 
this charge by producing two ſeveral orders, under 
the Nabob's hand and ſcal, relating to theſe pre- 

ſents > 


The gratlemen of the ſelect committee at Cal 


{ 
| 
. 
t 
| 
| 


| | 
| 
; 
( 
\/ 
i 


3 [- 70 ] 4 
ſents; the-ſame- hand and ſeal, which appeared af- 


fixed to the treaty. with the Company. And the mi- 


niſter at the ſame time narrated. on. oath the circum- 


ſtances which attended the offering and accepting the 


preſents, which clearly ſhewed that they were given 
in the ſame manner in which every preſent in that 
country has been given or receives. 22 8 

The preſents were not paid till thirty days after 
they were ordered, and then the Nabob gave a 
ſecond order for the payment; during all chis time, 
though he was making frequent complaints to the 
Council againſt the deputies, yet not a word of com- 
plaint was made on account of the preſents; and even 
at laſt, when Lord Clive arrived, and the Nabob ex- 
pected that every article of the treaty made by the 


deputies would be overturned, and he reſtored to 


the ſame power as his father, he did not utter one 
complaint againſt the deputies, as if the preſents 
had been extorted from him; but charged a fact 
againſt his new miniſter, as if he had given them 


without his conſent, which was inſtantly diſproved - 
by two ſeveral writings under his own ha 


nd and 


ſeal. | 
The manner in which evidence of threats was af- 


terwards endeavoured to be procured, and the con- 


tradictory and inconſiſtent nature of that evidence, 
will ſerve to ſatisfy every man, that this was no 
more than a vain and ill-judged attempt to throw a 
fur upon the former Council, and to eſtabliſh a 
ground for overturning theſe preſents, without any 


foundation in the real truth of the tranſaction. 


It theſe examinations, contradictory as they are, 
were even to be believed, when they aſſert, that in- 
timation had been firſt. made by the deputies, that 
they hoped to be remembered by the Nabob in re- 


ſpect to preſents, as had been the practice in former 
1 times, 


times, what could be inferred From this? Did 


not Lord Clive avow, in his printed letter to the 


proprietors, that he wrote to Juggat Seat, in Ja- 
nuary 1759, informing him (at a time when no- 
thing durſt be refuſed) ** that the Nabob had made 
« him an Omrah without a Jaghire, which he un- 
« derſtood did uſually accompany it, and to dere 
« be would apply to bim on that occaſion?” Nor 
was this conſidered as any imputation upon his 


Lordſhip, notwithſtanding the immenſe preſents he - 


had before received, which, by this requeſt, do not 
ſeem to have ſatisfied his thirſt after riches, 

A report has prevailed, but I cannot give it cre- 
dit, that orders have been fent out to India from the 
Court of Directors, by a packet, which failed a few 
days ago, not only to diſmiſs from the ſervice Meſſ. 
Spencer, Playdell, Senior, Middleton, Leyceſter, 


Gray, and Gideon Johnſtone, but alſo to attach and 


detain all their goods and effects, as well as mine, 
remaining in India, and to commence proſecutiors 
againſt them for the preſents, in the mayor*s court at 
Calcutta, wes 


I muſt doubt of this report, ſo far as it concerns 


myſelf, becauſe I waited upon a great number of 
the Directors, particularly the Chairman and Deputy 
Chairman, to acquaint them, that I underſtood 
Lord Clive and the committee had omitted to ſend 


home the reply which [ gave in to the Council, re- 


lating to the proceedings againſt me: That this was 
a material paper for explaining the facts: That I had 
brought home a copy of it, which I was ready to 
lay before the board, After this I did imagine, that 
no ſtep would be taken with reſpect to me, till the 
Directors had my defence before them; and I 
oped, from the manner in which I was — by 


* 
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ſome of theſe gentlemen, that this rule of juſtice 
. reſpe& to any orders for ſeizing my property before 
on a clauſe of the original covenants, in uſe to be 
. figned by all the Company's ſervants : By which it is 


_ «<. treaſure, or become indebted to the Company, 


that the ſervant ſhall not be entitled to any of the 


him; bur, contrarywiſe, for ſatisfaction of what 


. ** detained the goods and chattels of the ſervant un- 
not an illegal condition, yet it cannot apply to me, 


ſeſſions oftener than once at the hazard of my life; 
who am not indebted to the Company, and who 


May 1765: and therefore the above article (which 
I cannot help thinking illegal and violent) will not 
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would be obſerved. 5 
I mult alſo doubt the truth of this report, with 


trial; becauſe this power of the Company is founded 


provided, That in caſe any ſervant of the Com- 
« pany ſhall e, or make uſe of the Company's 


* or ſhall in any-ways make default in perform- 
* ance of the covenants therein ſpecified, then, 


* payments, advantages, and benefits intended 


**. ſhall be due from him to the Company, and for 
cc repara{zon of damages to the Company, ic ſhall 
© and may be lawful to perſons authorized by thir- 
« teen Directors, or to the preſident or chief and 
* council abroad, to ſeize or cauſe to be ſeized and 


4e til ſatisfaction is made.“ 
If this article ſnould be thought binding in law and 


who in every ſtation have not waſted but increaſed 
the Company's treaſure, and have ſaved their poſ- 


have tranſgreſſed no covenant which I had ever come 
under. But further, as I was diſmiſſed the ſervice 
in the year 1764, my covenants of every kind were 
at an end; and after I was admitted again into the 
ſcrvice no new covenant was ſigned by me, or ever 
preſented to me for ſigning, prior to the gth of 


be 
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be binding upon me. And if the Directors were 
to ſend out orders for ſeizing my property, eſpe- 
cially after I had reſigned their ſervice with the con- 
ſent of the Council, and had. their leave to come 
home, I have reaſon to believe that an action of da- 
mages would lie againſt thoſe who gave the orders, 
and thoſe who executed them; which they would 
be obliged to make good to me, out of their private 
fortunes, and not out of the Company's funds. 

] have alſo another reaſon for doubting of this re- 
port, ſo far as it concerns my youngeſt brother 
Gideon Johnſtone ; *becaule at the time he received 
the preſent made to him by the Nabob, he was not, 
properly ſpeaking, in the Company's ſervice, He 
went out to India as a free merchant; and though it 
be true, that he was appointed a writer in the Com- 
pany's ſervice in 1764, yet the advice of that ap- 
pointment did not reach India till the month of 
Augult 1765, which was four months After the pre- 
ſent was received; and therefore it is impoſſible to 
believe that the Directors, conſiſtently with their re- 
gard to juſtice, could think of giving orders to diſmiſs 
him and ſeize his effects, for an act which is un- 
doubtedly lawful in a free merchant, and only 
puniſhable in the ſervants of the Company in conſe- 
quence of ſpecial covenants. 

Beſides, it is not to be imagined that the Court 
of Directors, acting according to the natural dictates 
of fair dealing, would be guilty of ſo oppreſſive an 
act, as to order che whole property of ſo many gen- 
tlemen to be attached, if they could even legally do 


it; becauſe ſuch proceeding would have the ap- 


pearance of the moſt rigorous oppreſſion. Theſe 
gentlemen are ready to anſwer to every claim which 
the Company can have againſt them. And there- 


fore ſuch a proceeding would give to all mankind 
L an 
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an impreſſion, that the Directors were influenced in 
this caſe by motives, of which I hope they are ut- 
terly incapable, and would prove that the ruin of 
theſe gentlemen, to whoſe ſervices the Company has 
been much indebted, was a meaſure reſolved upon 
without regard to juſtice or gratitude. The diſmiſ- 
ſing them the ſervice is of itſelf a puniſhment which 
goes to the vitals, and if added to this their pro- 
perty is to be locked up and ſequeſtered in India, 
without any previous trial, and they at the ſame 
time attacked by law-ſuits in the name of a power- 
ful Company, the minds of men would ſurely re- 
volt againſt ſuch unprecedented ſeverity. 

Let it be confidered who is the perſon that appears 
to puſh this enquiry, with a zeal ſo very active and 
unrelenting. It is that man whoſe whole fortune, a 
fortune that is immenſe, aroſe from the preſents which 
he received upon another occaſion from an Indian 
prince, the father of the preſent Nabob, who is 
now happily under the protection of his Lordſhip's 
gratitude; who received that preſent at a time when 
the Nabob's treaſury was almoſt empty, when he 
was unable to pay the ſums ſtipulated to the Com- 
pany for their loſſes, and the ſums due for loſſes to 
Private individuals, which were put off to a diſtant 
and uncertain day, and when he was even unable to 
pay the preſents themſelves, for ſome of which aſ- 
ſignments or tuncaws were given upon the revenues. 
It is he too, who took a grant of a Jaghire for 
30,0001. ſterling yearly to himſelf, when by every 
rule of duty he ought and might have obtained it 
tor the Company. 

What is the purpoſe I would aſk of all this ri- 
gour ? Is it to prevent the acceptance of preſents 
in time to come? Can this be alledged, when the 


covenants have now been ſigned by every ſervant of 
the 


| 1 
the Company; by which all future preſents are ef- 
fectually prevented? The view of any future pub- 


we 

| of lick advantage cannot therefore be the object of ſuch 
has proceedings; from what motives they ſpring, mult 
20n be left to every honeſt man to decide. 

il But one general obſervation I will venture to 
ich make, that no inſtance has occurred amongſt the 
to ople of this iſland, where acts of violence and op- 


reſſion have been wantonly exerciſed, by any ſet 
of men, high or low, that it has not at laſt recoiled 


and fallen upon their own heads. 
have one thing more to add, the noble Lord 


- whoſe name I have been obliged ſo often to mention 
in the courſe of this long paper, was pleaſed to take 


in my own vindication, to give an account of thele . 
matters before his Lordſhip's return: but as that 
dis not I believe at a great diſtance, I am will- 


ing that every Proprietor do ſuſpend kis opinion 
till that period arrives. 


d notice in his printed letter to the Proprietors, that 
a his © enemies had made uſe of anonymous letters 
h ein the publick papers to convey diſhonourable re- 
n & flections againſt him, winch not one among them 
ls * would have dared to have ſet their names to.“ 
s If T have been obliged to convey to the proprietors 
n facts, in which I am perſonally intereſted, that may 
e no: perhaps ſeem of a piece with ſome accounts of his 
b 1 ordſhip's former tranſactions, 1 hope I ſhall at leaſt 
) ape the imputation, of heſitating to put my name 
N to them, I only regret that I have been obliged, 


I am, GENTLEMEN, 
Your obedient 
and moſt humble Servant, 


JOHN JOHNSTONE; 


AP PEN BEM 
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Letter from the Court of Direftors, dated 1ſt June 


1764. 


Paragraph 2. T: former letters we have given 

our ſentiments upon the frequent 
revolutions in- the government of Bengal, and we 
{till are of the fame opinion, that they muſt be 
productive of the greateſt miſchief and prejudice 
to the Company's affairs, and therefore are at all 
times to be avoided. This laſt therefore, by the 
reinſtatement of Jaffier Ali Cawn in the Subahſhip, 
will require your utmoſt care and attention to make 
it permanent, and prevent any future diſturbances 
in the country; in order to which we repeat what 


we have directed in our letter of the gth May, 


That Jaffier Ali Cawn is to be effectually ſupported 
in his government, conſiſtently with the treaties 
between the Company and the ſaid Subah, and the 
intereſt of the Company, of which you will- be 
the beſt judges. It is proper to obſerve in this 
place, that we are well ſatisfied with our preſent 
poſſeſſrons, and are by no means deſirous of adding 10 
them; their ſecurity therefore, the preſerving the 
country in a ſtate of tranquillity, and the promo- 
tion of our commercial intereſts, are the objects 
which muſt be conſtantly in your view; and it is 
our poſitive order, that no military enterprizes or 
expeditions be undertaken or carried into execu- 
tion, unleſs the Company's intereſt really and 1m- 
meditely requires them. 


Letter 
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Tamer from the Court of Directors, dated 1ſt June, 


1 


1766. 


Paragraph 67. The General Court of Proprie- 


tors having, on account of the critical ſituation of 


the Company s affairs in Bengal, requeſted Lord 
Clive to take upon him the ſtation of Preſident, 
and the command of the Company's military forces 
there, his Lordſhip has been appointed Preſident 


and Governor accordingly, as mentioned in the 


preceding part of this letter. The intention of 


the General Court in deſiring Lord Clive to go to 
Bengal was, that by his Lordſhip's character and 
influence, peace and tranquillity might be eaſier 
reſtored and eſtabliſhed in that Subahſhi p; in order 
therefore to anſwer theſe purpoſes in a manner that 
we apprehend may prove effectual, we have thought 
proper to appoint a committee on this occaſion, 
conſiſting of his Lordſhip, Mr. William Bright- 
well Sumner, Brigadier-General Carnac; alſo Mr. 
Harry Verelſt, and Francis Sykes; to whom we 
do hereby give full powers to purſue whatever 
means they ſhall judge moſt proper to attain thoſe 
deſirable ends: but however, in all caſes where it 
can be done convemently, the council at large is 
to be conſulted. by the ſaid committee, tho” the 
power of determining is to be in that committee 


alone. We further direct, that as ſoon as peace 


and tranquillity are reſtored and eſtabliſhed in the 
Subahſhip of Bengal, then rhe ſaid extraordinary 
powers are immediately to ceaſe, and the {aid com- 
mittee to be diſſolved. 

68. As we would have the ſaid committee, fo 
long as it is neceſſary to exiſt as betore-mentioned, 


0 
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to conſiſt of frve members; in caſe therefore of a 
vacancy. or vacancies by death, or abſence from 
Fort William, they are to be filled up by the ſaid 
committee out of tuch of the civil members of the 
council, as they ſhall think proper from time to 
time. 

69. We alſo inform you and direct, that the 
ſaid committee is to be the committee for defend- 
ing the ſettlement, in caſe of being attacked by 
an enemy, agreeable to the directions and rules 
laid down in our letter of the 12th of May 1738 
to which 1s to be added Sir Robert Barker; the 
Colonel and Commandant of the corps of artillery. 


Note ſent to Mr. Johnſtone during the ſeige at 
Midnapoor. 

Sent one of the aſſiſtants of the hoſpital with a 
box of the moſt neceſſary medicines for the relief 
of the wounded—You have of the warmeſt wiſhes 
of all here for your deliverance out of trouble, and 
I hope I ſhall ſoon receive that agreeable advice 
Such of your ſick and wounded as are able to 
move you had beſt ſend to Calcutta. 


I am, Sir, 
Your moſt obedient fervent, 


Fort William, 
4th Feb. 1761, Henry Vanſittart. 


Cepy 
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are dated the 8th inſtant, fene us the agree- 


the particulars and ſignal inſtances you have given 
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Copy of the Letter from the Board to J. J. dated 
a F February 13, 1761. 
n To Mr. Fohn Johnſtone. 
Sir, 
The Preſident has laid before us ſeveral letters 
from you during the time you were beſieged, and 


able advice of your having furmounted the diffi- 
culties you had to contend with, in having obliged 
the enemy to retire. * 
It is with the greateſt pleaſure, Sir, we give you 
this public aſſurance, that your behaviour in every 
reſpect has been entirely -agreeable to us, and we 
doubt not, when the Company are acquainted with 


of gallantry and good conduct, but they will em- 
brace the firſt opportunity of doing juſtice to your 
merits. 1 | 

We purpoſe to ſend Captain Knox with a ſmall 
addition of Europeans and ſeapoys to command 
the whole under you; and we hope you will then 
be able to reduce all the Zimmindars to their pro- 
per ſtate of dependence. 


We are with much eſteem, Sir, 

Your molt obedient ſervants, 

Fort William, Henry Vanſittart, 
13th Feb. 1761, P. Amyatt, 


W. Ellis, 
W. B. Sumner, 


Extradt 


1 


Extratt of a general letter to England dated 176 . | 


Mr. Johnſtone has ſhewn the ſame aſſiduity in 
his department for Midnapoor, and we muſt do 
him the juſtice to remark, that he has had of 2 ll 
the moſt difficult taſk. That province being made 
up of the diſtricts of a great number of ſeparate 
Zimmindars, every one endeavouring to conceal 
the true value of his poſſeſſions ; however, Mr? 
Johnſtone got into his hands ſome of the former 
years accounts, and having from them procured 
an inſight into the ſeveral articles of the revenue 
of each Zimmindary, the amount paid to the Nabob, 
with ſuch increaſe as at preſent ſeems reaſonable, 
appears to be ſicca rupees 665,854 : 9: 10; but 
here alſo we may hope for improvement. Chitti- 
gong computed for the preſent year 443,918 : 15 
rupees. 


Extra of the General Letter to England, dated 
Zoth Od. 1762. Per Ship Admiral Watſon. 


51. In the paragraph of our general addreſs of 
laſt ſeaſon by the Hawke, your Honours are ac- 
quainted that Mr. Sumner had ſettled the Burdwan 
payment with the Rajah for the Bengal year 1168, 
that is, from the 10th of April 1761, to the roth 
of April 1762, at thirty-two and a half lacks of 
ſicca rupees, beſides the balance of the year 1167, 
being about five lacks; and that Mr. Graham was 
left to attend to the collection after Mr. Sumner's 
return to Calcutta. We have now the pleaſure to 
acquaint you, that the collections were continued 
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with ſo much ſucceſs, that at the end of the year the 
outſtanding balances were cnly as follows : 


Of the year 1167 - 261,857: 13:6 
Of the year 1168 - — 105,291 : 10: 


Total fic* rup* 367,149: 7: 6 


52. At the beginning of the preſent year 1169 
we thought neceſſary to ſend a member of the 
-board to make a new agreement with the Rajah; 
and Mr. Johnſtone being appointed for that pur- 
poſe, proceeded accordingly to Burdwan. By the 
accounts he procured of the flate of the country, 
and its total produce, he brought the Rajzh to an 
agreement for the preſent year 1169, to pay thirty- 
four lacks of ſicca rupees, beſides the balances 
before-mentioned. To this time the collections 
are made to our ſatisfaction; and if nothing hap- 
pens to interrupt the tranquillity the country now 
enjoys, we hope yet a farther increaſe may be made 
in this valuable article of the revenues. 


N. B. Mr. Sumner's agreement was in fact but 
for 32 lacks, and the balance of 105,291 : 10 
aroſe upon that ſum, not 32 + lacks, 


Letter to John Johnſtone, Eſq; Refedent at Burdwan, 
from the Board at Calcutta, dated 29 Dec. 1763. 


Taking into conſideration the multiplicity and 
great conſequence of the Burdwan buſineſs, and 
the particular attention which will be requiſite to be 
paid to the lands already held cas, and others that 
are likely to come ſo, we have reſolved to ſtation 

| more 
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more of the Company's ſervants at Burdwan, which 
we do the rather, as our honourable maſters have 
themſelves recommended it, and as we think it ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary that a ſucceſſion of the younger 
ſervants ſhould be made acquainted with ſo valuable 
a branch of the Company's eſtate, 595 
Your diligence and attention in the management 


of this important charge has always. merited our 


9 entire ſatisfaction, But the buſineſs is now grown 
0 into ſo many different branches, that we think the 
z execution is far too much for any one perſon. We 
- have therefore, agreeable to the reſolution above- 
e mentioned, appointed Mr. James Lawrell ſecond, 
and Mr. Henry Goodwin third, of Council at your 
place, and we ſhall alſo ſend you a writer as aſſiſtant, 


Extract of the general letter to England, dated 20th 
of February, 1764. 


Per ſhip Boſcawen. 

14. Agreeably to what we mentioned in the 48th 
paragraph of our letter of the 19th of December, 
finding that the revenues of the Burdwan province, 
from being increaſed into a number of branches, be- 
came too extenſive for the management of any one 
perſon, we have ſtationed two more gentlemen 
there as council, and given them beſides a writer 
as aſſiſtant. We have recommended to them, upon 
this footing, to part off the buſineſs in branches un- 
der their different inſpection; and we doubt nor, 
if ſuch a plan is carefully purſued, that much bene- 
ſit may accrue to the Company in detecting the 
frauds of the black ſervants, and preventing, the 
oppreſſion of the riots, or tenants. 
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| 4 15, We mult again commend the diligence of Mr 
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Johnſtone, - which has always been exerted with tte 
moſt unwearied application, and this good effect that 
he compleated the payment of the Company's ſhare 


of the rents, altho* conſidering the large balances 


due from the farmers, we have ſtill reaſon to be- 
lieve that ſome of the lands at laſt ſale were increaſed 
beyond their real value and produce. At the end 
of the preſent Bengal year, we ſhall have an exact 
account of what the baalnces are, and endeavour 
then to ſettle the rents on a reaſonable footing. 


Ta Jobn Johnſtone, Eſq, Chief, &c. Council at 
Burdwan. 7 
Gentlemen, 

We have received Mr. Johnſtone's letters of the 
5th and 6th inſtant, accompanying the money and 
bills of the firſt kiſt of poos, with an account of 
the payments of the Malguzarry of the preſent year, 

By this account we obſerve the collections are ex- 
ceeding well kept up, which gives us freſh occaſion 
to commend Mr. Johnſtone's diligence in the ma- 
nagement of the buſineſs. 


January 1764. 
Neg. 


Friday, June 1, 1764. London. 
To the Honourable the Court of Directors for the Con- 
pany of Merchants trading to the Eaſt Indies. 


Gentlemen, 15 
& BEIN G informed, that a motion has been made 
| and carried in your Court of Directors, “ That 
* 1n order to reſtore peace and tranquillity in Ben- 
gal, full powers be given to Lord Clive, Mr. 
„Sumner, 


6 

„ -Symner, Brigadier General Carnac, Mr. Varelſt, 
«« and Mr. Sykes, to purſue whatever means they 
« judge moſt proper to attain the ſame:” and 
judging that ſuch a reſolution is deſtructive of the 
conſtitution of the Eaſt India Company, injurious 


annihilate the civil juriſdiction of that Preſidency, 
as well as to defeat the purpoſes of the indenture, 
reſcribed by the General Court, reſpecting the mi- 
5 we, as proprietors, humbly deſire to be 
permitted to offer our realons to your honourable 
Board, in ſupport of our opinion, before fo extra- 
ordinary a meaſure receives your final confirmation. 
„We have choſen this mode of application, as 
appearing to us moſt reſpecttul ro your Court of 
Directors, and as being the leaſt liable to any im- 
utation of party or faction; or that we mean in the 
Nighteſt degree to retard the diſpatch that our af- 
fairs require; intending rather to truſt to the calm 
voice of reaſon, and the diſpaſſionate reflection of 
honourable men, than to run any riſque of that con- 
fuſion which the calling of a general Court at this 
period might poſſibly occaſion. But as this per- 
miſſion of being heard againſt any meaſure, where- 
by parties intereſted conceived themſelves aggrieved, 
is the conſtant indulgence of the higheſt aſſemblies 
of this kiagdom, and likewile the general practice 
of the ſuperior Boards, as founded in natural juſtice, 
we humbly expect ſo reaſonable a requeſt will not be 
denied us, 


We have the honour to be, &c. 


Signed, George Johnſtone, 
and - 


George Dempſter. 
The 


RE 
The two proprietors who ſigned the above letter, 
after waiting ſome time at the India Houſe, were 
given to underſtand by the ſecretary, that their de- 
mand to be heard againſt the extravagant powers 
given to Lord Clive and his committee, could not 
be complied with, for no better reafon, than that the 
Directors had no precedent for granting ſuch indul 
gence to proprietors, 

Theſe gentlemen finding themſelves thus pre- 
cluded from ſtating their objections, viva voce, to 
a meaſure, which appeared to them ruinous to the 
affairs of the Company, ſent in to the Directors, by 
Mr. James their ſecretary, the following memorial, 
containing the ſubſtance of what they intended ta 
have ſaid. N | 


To the Honourable the Court of Direfors for the 
united Company of Merchants trading to the Eaſt 
Indies. 


The Memorial of George John/tone and George 
Dempſter, Proprietors of Eaft India Stock. 


$heweth, 

& That your memorialiſts are informed, That at 
the laſt Court of Directors a reſolution was agreed 
to by a very ſmall majority, in the following words: 
« That in order to reſtore peace and tranquillity in 
„ Bengal, full powers be given to Lord Clive, 
« Mr. Sumner, Brigadier General Carnac, Mr. 
« Varelſt, and Mr. Sykes, to purſue whatever 
e means they judge moſt proper to attain the ſame.” 

„ That it appears to your memorialiſts, Thar the 
ſais reſolution is deſtructive of the conſtitution S 

the 
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the Eaſt India Company; which, in every circum- 
ftance, has endeavoured to provide, by the number 
of perſons directed to be entruſted with the manage- 
ment of its affairs, that no undue influence ſhould 
be exerciſed at any of its Boards. Upon this prin- 
ciple the charter has extended the Dire&ors to the 
number of twenty-four, to be choſen annually, and 
ſubject to rotation; upon the ſame principle twelve 
counſellors have been appointed to each preſidency. 
That as Lord Clive declared in the moſt ſo- 
lemn manner in the General Court of Proprietors, 
„ That the Company had nothing to fear from the 
*« aſcendancy of their military ſervants, ſince only 
one officer was to have a ſeat in Council:“ That 
as his Lordſhip's friends in the direction did on 
all occaſions, before the laſt election, expreſs, in 
terms equally ſtrong and ſatisfactory to every well- 
wiſher to the Company, their ſenſe of the danger 
and inexpediency of inſtituting ſecret committees 
either at home or abroad: that as General Carnac 
and Mr. Varelſt, in their letters to the Board of Di- 
rectors, condemn ſuch committees, and aſcribed to 
them all the miſchiets which have of late befallen 
our ſettlements in Bengal: that as the extraordinary 
powers intruſted with Mr, Vanſittart, one of our 
civil officers, at a time when the Council was full 
of diſtraction, and our affairs in the moſt critical 
ſituation, was one great ground of the oppoſition to 
the late Court of Directors; your memoraliſts 
cannot, after all theſe circumſtances, hear, without 
altoniſhment, of a committee being appointed, with 
more ample, dangerous, and diſcretionary powers 
than any ever known heretofore in your ſervice: 
*© 'T hat former ſecret committees, ſo much com- 
plained of by Lord Clive, Mr. Rouſe, Mr. Dudley, 
Mr.“ 


1 

Mr. Savage, and many other of the directors, were 
limited to matters requiring ſecrecy, and relating 
chiefly to negotiations with the country powers, but 
ſtill ſubject to the review of the Council; whereas 

the preſent committee are ſubject to no check or 
controul; and, by tranſacting the whole buſineſs of 
the Company, will reduce the other members of the 
Council to mere cyphers: | 
That the reafon given for ſending Mr. Spencer 

back to Bombay was, to produce unanimity in the 
ſettlement 'of Bengal ; by preventing thoſe heart- 
burnings which an unjuſt ſuperceſſion naturally ex- 
cites: That this was but a ſingle inſtance; but the 
appointing a General over Major Adams, to whoſe 
gallantry and abilities the Company owes its preſerva- 
tion; the appointing Mr, Varelſt add Mr. Sykes 
over their ſeniors, and a committee of five over the 
whole Council, is a ſtring of moſt cruel and unheard- 
of ſuperceſſions, which will add civil diſſention to the 
calamities of foreign war : 

That by inveſting thoſe five gentlemen with ſuch 
ample powers, your once flounſhing and commer- 
cial ſettlement of Bengal will become purely mili- 
tary ; for without ſuppoſing any of the three civil 
members of the committee, who owe their appoint- 
ment merely to Lord Clive's recommendation, to 
be under-his Lordſhip's influence, yet ſhould Mr. 
Varelſt remain at Chitigong, which no doubt he 
would wiſh; or Mr. Sykes obtain a chiefship, at 
which no doubt he aſpires; or ſhould any of the 
three gentlemen die; in that caſe Lord Clive will 
have a caſting vore, and General Carnac and he an 
abſolute majority in the committee: 

„That one of the reaſons given by Lord Clive, 
why he could not act in the ſervice of the Company, 


was, the undue influence which he altedged Mr. Su- 
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livan nd aſſumed, His Lordſhip's words were, 
as uſual, ſtrong. All men, he ſaid, were equal to 
him, provided Mr. Sulivan had not- the lead, His 
Lordſhip likewiſe added a ſaying, the juſtneſs of 
which we have lived to be convinced of: Words 
« are one thing, actions another.” Now that Mr. 
Sulivan's influence does not exiſt, firſt his Lordſhip 
declares he will not go to India, unleſs veſted with 
the ſame powers he had condemned in Mr. Vanſit- 
tart ; ſecondly, his Lordſhip's friends deviſe an ex- 
pedient of a committee equally arbitrary and dan- 
gerous : 

That n of this committee is illegal 
and invalid 2 commiſſion of the government 
under the al of the Company directs, That 


the whole mem ſhall be conducted by a ma- 


jority of the Council: and your memorialiſts are in- 
formed, by perſons learned in the law, that no act 
of the Directors can invalidate that authority, with- 
out paſſing under the ſeal of the Company, and re- 
voking the former commiſſion: 

That the charter of juſtice in Bengal ſeems to 
be ſtruck at by thoſe new regulations: * Giving full 
powers to purſue every means, &c.”? 

That thoſe regulations are injurious to the 
rights and intereſts of the proprietors, by entruſting 
their concerns with five, or more properly with one, 
when twelve counſellors are appointed by the con- 
ſtitution of the Company: 

That the very intention of fixing a certain num- 
ber to compoſe the council, is to avoid the combi- 
nation which may be expected from a few. But 
where theſe few are evidently the choice of a gover- 
nor, whoſe wealth and ambition render him a pro- 
per object of jealouſy; where the majority are al- 
ready under his e the inſult _— 
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tho reſt muſt produce great diſcontent z where nd 

one good purpoſe can be alledged; where a thou 
fand evils may be foreſeen ; and where the military 
are to approve their own rewards, | contrary to the 
intention of the general court of proprietors; it M 
humbly hoped the court of directors will not, merely 3 
to gratify a ſingle man, create ſo great an innova- 
tion in the affairs of the company, but will permit 
the power to reſt jn the governor and council, where 
experience has ſhewn it is leait liable to be abuſed 
and where the conſtitution of this company has re? 


gularly placed it. Ws 
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GEORGE JOHNETONE!” 7 
. GEORGE DEMPSTER; 


